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Fnce Eſop was Murthered tt leut Foilrſcore Tekws' before Euripides wits 
: e 
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E mutt be very injurious to Truth, (beſides the great Refle&ion upon his 
own Judgment) who doth not ackyawledge that the Morals and Re- 


if theſe Fables, which T 
pp:ouſly atterelegantly, : 

2 525 ah . 
. * %, 


But before I proceed to the ſame, it may not be improper to acquaint the Rea- 
der with two particulars relating to the Life of Aſop, as tis Writ by the Learn- 
ed (ommentator in the Preface to his Books The Firſt concerns the Time that 
Hilop lived in: And the other ' a certain Circumſtance of ibis Murder. whitth i 
wholly omitted\bythe Commentator; © As for the firſt,” when the:Commentatoff tt 
#4, ff a rematkably\ Paſſage, of Euripides, mhich; mas pttered by witty log 
reſence- of Xanthys and his Wife, he is pleaſed to cite Vavalor the Jeet 
,Udrica Diftiong)- as taking notice of a Blu, erin the Chronology! of the 


D«, 


575 
K e ke 50 
-This'ObjeFion has indeed a ver Far faces however, I humbly ſuppoſe, it aycbe 
by: ſaying that the Chtonology of the Stoty ir ſtill good unt mit iſtana ling the 
aforeſaid. Paſſage af Euripides, ſince that Expreſſuon was 4 N bal Si 86 
mong the Greeks in Fſop's time, and afterwards adopted by Futj 755 2 
his Poems. As touching the circumſtance of Hſop g Murder; tig in 1 
markable enough, tho' it be wholly overpaſſed by the Commentator; yet we find a 
particular Relation of it by judicious Plutarch, who tells us, That the vile Aſ- 
ſaſſmnates of witty Æſop were ordered by the Oracle, to ſeek for ſome living Rela- 
tive of the Defunct, that his Remiſſion, in the name of K\op, might conſumate 
that Expiation and having enquired long in vain, at laſt they found a poor 
Tradeſman in Athens, who made it appear that he was a Couſin of witty ſop, 
tho very remote; him they adareſſed to with humble Deprecations, andcareſſed with 


_ many Gifts, whereby he was perſwaded to pronounce an Abſolution for that mot 


* : 2 
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treacherous Villany; and thus we have an end of that lamentable Tragedy. 
The noted Story of Aiſop's Wit in diſcovering his fellow Servants to have eaten 
his Maſter's Figs was overpaſſed by the Commentator in the firit Edition of his 


Book, but is particularly related in the latter Impreſſion. And ſo much by 
way of Preface. 105 | | | 
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to ſay of the following RE MARKS 
is br „ That they were Penn d by a very 
worthy wh at his leiſureable Hours: And bei 
are Printed in a Volume of the ſame Size with Sir 
reckon d a 
apted to any Edi 
As for 'the REMARKS themſelves 
"A of them, fince they are able to ſpeak ie 
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SO Ps Cock, in preferring a Barley Grain to a Diamond, is an Rm. 
blem of ſuch Fools as Mid ; wales the Pipe of Pau, above 
p of Apollo; and of thoſe much greater Idiots, who prefer the Pro- 
fits, Pleaſures, and Glory of this World, to that Pearl of ineſtimable Va- 
hie: I mean all the Bletlings of the Goſpel, The fame may be ſaid of the 
and the Shadow, in the 6th Fable. 
Fbere being a better Demonſtrat ion, than that of a Circle in a ron 
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(for as Mathematical as it is) that there is nothing here which can th | 
ſatisfy the Soub of Man, and conſequently cannot make him perfely.hap- 
py; and that is Carentia entitatis debit e, or the want of the due Ingredient ; 
for there muſt be a proportion betwixt the Ingredient and the 18 x7 6h 
the ſtuffing and the Capacity, otherwiſe: a thing cannot properly be {aid to 


becauſe they have very little Wit in them: Even fo, though 


1 for nothing les can ſatisfyj its infinite Deſi re. 
B But let us for once make an impoſſible Suppoſition, vis. That the Blek- 
x of this- Life could fully ſatisfie the Soul. of Man; yet they could not 
flibly-make him eternally happy; it being moſt obvious to the Bye of Rea- 
ſon; tharwhatſoever pretends/to) make another thing happy, it mult be com- 
menſurable im its Duration, to the-Exiſtence-of that Object. But who knows 
not, that albthe imaginary : Felicities oſ this World, are vain and frail like to 
Fate muſt be either everlaſting Happineſs, or endleſs. Miſery in another 
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FR Lt E A B. IX. EH : 
The Ingratitude of the Szake, teacheth us, That it's very dangerous 

to truſt one of an ill Nature, or that is come of an ill Kind. Jug urtha the 
Son of à Concabine, is à ſufficient Inſtance for both, he being fo ungrateful to 
his Uncle the King of Numitia, who had adopted him, that he never reſted 
till he had murthered both his Sons, to get the Kingdom entirely to himſelf, 
as is expreſſed at great length by Saluft. de Bello Jugurthino. But the moſt 
abominable Monfter of Ingratitude, and who directly reſembles the Szake, 


was Ptol C — he being chaſed away, by is Father Prolomeus L agus 
bo bis ill Nature, a 
ed to the Kipgdom 77 ; fi 


s youngen, Brother Prgfamerns Philadelphus prefer- 
pt: F bs ab nce 1 not only;ſhel- 
er” e an 


rer'd by Seleucus Nicanor (the laſt of Alexander's Captains, who made any 
great Figure in the World) but alſo aſſiſted by him to ſeize upon the King- 
dom of Macedon. Yet this Prodigy of; Ingratitude, murthered his Bene- 
factor, that he might, forſooth, become his Heres ex aſſe. But the Judg- 
ment of G O D did ſhortly over-take him; neither could this wretched 


rr death 2 he deſerved, fuppoſe he had not 


been gtilty of any othef Villany, than the Murder ef hi Nephews, I mean 
his Alter Children, who Ihould have been Heirs/oft \Mackdonian King- 


dom. 


FA B. X. 

Illuſtrated by Non 4ignus Cæzʒaris ira. For ſuch was the A in the Eyes 
of the Hon. Thus Cato the Cenſor having received a Blow (even in Publick) 
from a Clown, would not honour him ſo far, as to let him know that he 
needed a Pardon. Nils OE en oo o rat! . 
e171 01 eig . hein um 91977 TO bin ene 10 Kun 
SENSE an 10 VEE 36657 FAB: XI. [2 0 ICH 06. rut 0 
The Epicurban Sect had been tolerable, if their Maſter had taught : the 
World no worſe. Doctrine, than Qui clam vixit bene vixit, which is the 
ſole Import of this Fable, and of many other of theſe Apologues: For we 
may find that the ſolideſt and Wittiell of all the Raman Poets, viz. Vir. 
zi, Ovid, Horuce, Juvenal, and Martial, do frequently extol à private Coun- 
try Life, far above the Contentment of Cities and Courts. Who then 
can doubt of Sexrc#s Applauſe of it? ſince he ſo often approves that Maxim 
of Epicurus, though himnſelf had not the good Luck to retire in time from 
the Inhuranity of a moſt n magnifies that: freedom 
of Diozems'; Ariſtotk Henjes when Alexander pleaſes, but Diogenes denies when 


F 
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Diogenes plepſerh. £1 ny7 3 * (reorls 6: i Of DOTIL FT | 791 1 
There is alſo to this purpoſe a celebrated Expreſſion of the Emperor Tra. 
jan, That if a Man ſaw the Cares and Fears, wherewith the Crowns of this 
World are lined wirhin, ſuppoſe one of them were lying at his foot, for all 
the outward Splendor of it, he would not be at the pains to ſtoop down 
and take it pp; and that this is not a meer politick Fetch of great Men, to 
ſhun the Envy of the World (as ſome imagine) may be eaſily confuted by 
Expetiende ; for during the! Sax0z Heptarchy; many Princes in Britain 
abandoned their Thrones; that they might enjoy GO D and themſelves 
the more in a private Life, and in a Monaſtick Cell. This Charity is due 


alſo to Chriſtian Emperors, ſuch as Charles, V. But I am ſure it was not 
our holy Religion which Was Diocleſiax's Proinpter; and yet 'tdienjoy: him- 
ſelf in his Gardens at Salons in Dalmatia, he willingly reſigned the Roman 
Scepter. Not to ſpeak of that cruel Sy lla, who by a. Voluntary Reſignation 
of his perpetual Dictatorſhip did no leſs, long before him. MATES 
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FF FN NAH t nils d . 31H 
It was a wiſe th ing os of che ſeven wich Men of Greet heſides! Dio: 

5 the worſt of tame Beaſts is LY Flatteter hecauſe, 
a perfidious Friend is the worſt of Enemies: And ſuch is 2 baſe \Paralite; 
who like a Proteus or Vertumnus, transforms himſelf into all Shapes, that he 
may betray his miſhapen Confident to all his Lults ; yer ſometimes it may 
do well with a good natur'd Prince, who hath ſome Principles of Goodnels 
in him, for Baudando precipimus. But whoſoever hath the Curioſity to know 


a Flatterer from a true Friend, let him read that excellent TG of PRC 
tarch, ſo entitled 1 in his Morals. Leben 


= 
10 


1 Bi PAB XIV. Oy Vi eme 27 2 
This jus Hive been iNlaſtrared by Dion Us the TO chene bt once 


the great Favourite of Tiberius, and by the miſerable Fate of Anaronicus the 


Elder, Emperor of the Eaſt; and by many other Princes whoſe Exits were 
no leſs Tragical. But when our Author mentions the grateful Sacrifice to 
the Rage and Scorn of the common People, which is made of thoſe who-have 
raiſed themſelves on the Spoils of the Publick, I wonder that 4n Engliſh Man 
ſhould have forgot Empſon and Dudley, who were the great Inſtruments of 
the Extortion and Avarice of Hen the Seventh in his old Age, whom there- 
fore, his Son, in the very beginning of his Reign, put to death, not dnly to 
gratifie his People (whom the - had fo cruelly oppreſed ed under the pretence of 
Law) but alſo to ſqueeze theſe Spunges for His ow Intereſt by their Forfei- 
tures, as if they had been Turkiſh PIE * "eo Jay" we oy yn. : 


FAB. XIV. | del Cas OT] 

Here he had Occaſion to have illuſtrated ag Fable wo beat bn 
to Anarogens the Roman Slave, who"was termed by the People of — 
The Hos Fhyſitian: But this Story! is o well hen, that we ec 
inſiſt upon it. 7 033007 C999 e on for % 
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FAB. XYDL. | 
The true Moral is this Diſticli, 


Principiis obſta, ſero Medicina derer, ie 751% „h 
Cum mala per err mura. N ol F S10HKY ü T3961 : 


Or that other ſingle Verſe, Vis e ett 


Fronte capillata, poſt eſt Occaſio yy f he 
{unto Of 1:17 ofer wc BA An fn 2edls table 37ad gion 2H) 
| Here be bad a fair Opportunity vc have Gd. t Dunger of cal 
ling in; r powerfub Auxiliaties to the aid of a Prince, Either againſt his own 
Subjects or Strangers; 1 exemplified: from the Biſaſter of the 
old Britons, -who being oppreſt by the 'Scors and Pitts, invited-the Saxons, 
to the ruin of themſelvs: So it fared with the Tr;, when the King of Lein 
fter irriploredixhe ſuccour of Henry II. bf England; againſt the Kingof Meath; 
Neplis experimented this Folly. (in the end) by. employing'\the \Normans : 
Bur che: implored ſuccour of ” Ferdinkwd: the Carholick, : againſt the French, 
was more fatal toi the Neapulitans 3 for that ſly: Fon (who had always 
a Catholick Appetite for his 3 under pretenoè of aiding 
an oppreſſed Cadee of the Houſe of Aragon, baſelꝝ hetrayed his Couſin under 
F and at laſt took all to himſelf: Likewiſe ſome Kings of * 
ther- 
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4 REMARKS. 


Hither · India, by calling in the Mull againſt their Neighbours, made the 
whole Country a Prey to the Tartarian Race: And in this fame Age, the 
Chineſts by 1aviting the 7 artars to aſſiſt them, gun their own maſterful 
Robbers, payed the way to their own Ruin, for now the Tartar is their 
Lord and Maſter. . ce e BE 


Here he might have taxed (as many Hiſtorians do) Cato the Cenſor, who 
Gor all his great Pretences to Morley did moſt ungeneroully turn off his 
old Servants and labouring Beaſts to ſhift for themſelves, if he could get no 
Mony for them, and that meerly becauſe they were o d, and could not 
work as formerly; ſo that he needed ſuch a Superior as Alphonſws Prince of 
Calabria, who ordered (under the pain of his higheſt Diſpleaſure) one of 


his Captains who had turned off his old Horſe to ſhift for himſelf in Froſt 


and Snow, to afford him ſufficient Provender ſo long as he lived; for ſaid 
the Prince to the Captain, You are prodigiouſly ungrateful even to that dumb 
Beaſt, for I was a Witneſs to his ſaving of your Life (under GO D) when 
you was hotly purſu'd by a multitude of Enemies. 


3 FAB. XXX. 1 

Here he had Occaſion to admire (but not to approve) the too great 
Confidence of the famous Marſhal Les Digaerres, who having a Valet de 
Chambre for many years whom he uſed as a Friend, and truſted alone in his 
Chamber all Night, yet having certainly found that he had been hired by 
the Papiſts to murder his Maſter, when he was ſleeping (for the Mariſchal 
was then Proteſtant) he not only pardoned him, but truſted him again, juſt 


2 he had done formerly : He may be ſaid to have atted the part of a good 


Chriſtian, in giving him a Remiſſion, but not of a prudent. Man in re- 
manding him to his former Charge; for he who was once guilty of ſo much 
Baſeneſs, ought not to have been truſted with any Life which was much 
more valuable than his own. 9 


Non patitur ludum, Fama, Fides, Oculus: It's nothing to the advantage 
of the Engliſh, what ſome Strangers have obſerved of them; that they 
will loſe their Friend before they will loſe. their Jeſt ; which accords not 
well with one of their own Maxims: Play with me, but hurt me not; Jeſt 
with me, but ſhame me not. 25 . 


| FAB. XXXIII. | 3 

He might have added that there be ſome Pliaries who ſteal fo unhand- 
ſomly that they have. not the Senſe to alter the Dreſs, i. e. They retain both 
the Matter and Words of; à bortowed Author, and vent all for their own. 
Theſe are little better thai they who Father other Mens Books, as if they 
had been the intire Work of their own Brains, profiting their Names to 
them (ike a Man's putting his Mark upon anothers Horſe.) Thus a pious 
Miniſter in Males, having compoſed that Treatiſe ſo well known under the 
Name of The Practice q Pic, and having — it in to his -n Biſhop, 
— Bath, ta be rexiſed, the ſaid Biſhop (Who was far from Pra- 
cal Piety) ſet nt ſorth in his oπZñ Name, whereupon the true Author died 
of Melancholy.; as his Wife complained to the Long Parliament,” if we be- 
lieve Raſbmortiis Collections . e ee gn Segel. 
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But as for thoſe who only cut large Thongs out of other Mens Leather, and 
adopt them for their own, methinks(for Reputationꝰs ſake) they fnould be ve- 
ry ſure that none in the World (ſave themſelves); have ever-{eeri theſe Funds 
of their Thefr, yea, and that it were in their Power to deſteyaſem all, chat 
they might not be tracec in them (as — of Poly dure Virgil, that alter he 
had compiled his Eng liſb Hiſtory, he burnt all thoſe Books which had furniſh- 
ed him Materials, the ſame being done by the Epitomator of Tragas Pompeius, 
(as many ſuppoſe) as for the Deſtruction of 2000 Volumes of Law, made by 
Trilonianus, Dorotheas, and Theuphilus, after they had compiled the Cpu 
Faris Civilis out of them, it was done by Order of the great Juſtinian, that 
young Students might not be deterred from the Study of the Ciuii Lm, by 
ſuch a vaſt number of bulky Books; otherwiſe it were more ingenuouſſy and 
generouſly done to comply with that of the Orator, 4 -Padbris eſt fareri 
per quem profrteris: But of all the Plagiarian Works, that of Tuma Aga. 
raiſed the greateſt Admiration, who Was * Soul, of a moſt ſo- 
lid Judgment and copious Invention, who may be ſaid to have gathered all 
the ſcatter d Limbs of Abſjr1ns together; I mean he reduced that monſtrous 
bulk of Popery into one body ; yet his Secunda Secunde (which is unqueſtiona - 
bly the beſt Parcel of all his Summs) is found to be tranſcribed Verbatim out of 
Vincentius Bellovacenſis his Speculum orale; Bellarmine makes a vain A 

for his Vindication, (Lib. de Script. Eccleſiaſt.) but it's certain that Vincent ius 
was out of the World before the Angelica! Doctor had paſſed the firſt Age of 
human Nature; and he muſt needs be a Calf who can imagine that he ſhould 
have penned that excellent Piece of Morality in his Infancy, Who was nick- 
nam'd Bos by his Condiſciples, he appearing to them \(tho*not-to-his\Mafter) 
ſo ſtupid when he was a School boy. But to ſhut up this Point; certainly the 
moſt innocent Plaginm (of this nature) is when a Man borrows ſomething of 
a former Treatiſe to illuſtrate a latter; for they both beingihis own, it cannot 
properly be termed Theft. For a Merchant may air his Gdods whenſoever 
he pleaſes ; and this hath hapned to _ renowned copious Writers, ſuch as 
Plutarch, Seneca, Aquinas, and the great Toft atus, Joſeph Hull, Jofeph Harde, Je- 
remy Taylor; and many others, without any dread of having an Action of In- 
juries commenced againſt them for doing with their own what they: pleaſed. 


Io this largeſt of his Comments (wherein he traceth human Ex and Pride 
from its Infancy) he might have added for Illuſtration, that Obſervation of 
St. Augnſtine in his Confeſffons, that he hath ſeen a ſucking Child look as fierte- 
ly upon another Infant that was brought to the other Tear, as if it had been 
a young Gladiator: Among his hafen Sparks tumbled from the Ruff of all 
heir glory, under the Wheel of the Victur s Chariot, he might have inſtance 
Bajazet the great Twrk, and 1ft of that name; couped in an Iron Cage, on which 
T amerlane mounted his Horſe; as the Emperor Valerian was ſerved long before 
in that ſame manner by Spores King of Perſia ; ſuch a ſudden Degradation 
being pathetically deſcribed by Seneca the Tragedian, in the Perſon of Sejanus; 
ME, Quem Dies vidit vrniens ſaperbum 
Hunc Dies vidit fugiens jacentem. | +95 
He was adored in the morning as a God (ſaith the Philoſopher of that ſame 
Name, if not the Author of both) but ere the Evening, was ſo torn by the 
enraged Multitude that there was not a Mammoct᷑ of Fleſh leſt upon his Bones 
for the Harg-maz to fix his Hook in; and thus the Greek Hiſtorians deſcribe 
the Tragedy of Andronitus the elder, who was Emperor of the Eaſt. 7 


B FAB. 
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Mlentioning ite Neutrality of the Barr, (whom he calls a time, ſerving 
{Frimmer); he might have added Solon's ſevere Law againſt all Neuters during 
the great Combultions of a State; that they ought to be condignly puniſh'd 
as ſelf- ſeeking People, who make themſelves alone the Center and Circum- 
ference of allt heir Deſttes aud Endea vous. 
N e Ni l 2717. eee 5 | bt 1 $4437 £11 
d n 98 11PABINXLEYT XING XEVHL NIX. 
To ſo pitiful; Buſineſs and ſo ſmall a thing (which may prove at laſt ſo 
much as a Man's Life, Honour or Eſtate are worth) he might have added the 
Obſer vation of the great Lord Verulam; that there be many Men; who think 
it nothing cigive Letters of Recommendation to any who importune them 
for that Effect; not conſidering that if they recommend unworthy Perſons, 
to the favour of great Ones, they loſe ſo much of their true Honour by the 
Miſdemeanqurs of a naughty Favourite; as Platarch inſtanceth in the Recom- 
mendation of a young Philoſopher to his Friend Palyſperchon, by theſſamous 
Aenorrates; that old Captain of Alexander reproved the old Philoſopher for 
his Indiſcretion, thoꝰ he gave all the Money that the young Fool ſought, at 
the very firſt ſight of Pohſperchon, and it amounted to no leſs than a Talent, 
but whether it was of Gold or Silver, is not expreſſd. 5 
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In his: Comment he might have added theſe two Engliſh Proverbs, The 
Maſter s Eye' makes the.'Horſe fat; and the Farmer's | Foot yields the bert Com- 
poſt or Dunging to ulie Land. As alſo that of the Proverbs of Solomon, An 
ignorant or a ſimple | Prince, void of all — is alſo a great 945 
2 For many 3 (under the pretence of his Authority) lift up 
their Heads, and miſerably oppreſs the People, when in the mean time theſe 
petty Tyrants have barricado'd their Ears from hearing their Clamours, fo 
that they are apt to ſay, Mach: letter be oppreſſed by. one Tyrant than many. 
Thus Demetrius (Son to the great Antigonus) was caſt out of the Kingdom 
of Maredon, by that People whoſe Petitions he would not hear. And it coſt 
another of their Kings his Life, becauſe he would not do Juſtice to one of his 
Subjects; I mean Philip, the Father of the Great Alexander, who was openly 
murdered by Pauſanias, in regard that the King would not puniſh his Mini- 
on Attalus, who had moſt unnaturally abuſed the Body of the ſaid Complain- 
er. But on the contrary, there was nothing that ſo effectually recommend- 
ed the Great Auguſtus to the favour of the People, as his readineſs to hear their 
Grievances, even when he was tyed to his Bed. And I dare ſay, his deſcend- 
ing to tlie Bar to plead the Cauſe of an old Souldier (who had received many 
Wounds for Auguſtus) without a Deputy, endeared him more to the forty 
—_— Legions, than a Donative of forty Millions: of Crowns would have 
0 might have ſubjoined that excellent Poem of Horace, to the ſame pur- 
poſe. | | 


Olim quod vul es Agroto (canta) Leoni 
Reſpondit, 2 25 ; quia me veſtigia terrent, 
4 © Omnia te adverſum ſpectantia, nulla retrorſum. | 
which Verſe was the uſual Anſwer that Rodolph of Habsburg, the firſt Found- 
er of the Auſtrian Greatneſs, gave to all thoſe who demanded of him (af- 
ter 
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He might have added that old Phyſieal Aphoriſm. Vinum mod ate ſamptum 
acuit Ingenium; but when it is taken exceſfively; it may be granted that t 

grand Impoſtor Mahomer onee ſpoke Truth in his Aleoran, When lie ſaid, 

That there is a Devil in every Grape, for that helliſh Ingredient either ſtu- 
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Likewiſe wholeſome: Meats (if temperately uſed) beget ſubtile Spirits, 
which diſpoſe a thinking Man eithef d Vontemplation or Action as opportu- 
nity ſerves; whereas a groſs 9 Temes a'groſs/Underftanding;anda ſtupid 
Devotion. Thus that luxurious Emperor /icellimi having embogutdhis Wit 
in the Superfluities of Ceres and Bacrhus, he beeamòè a moſt eaſſe Prey to his 
mortal Enemies. And that prodigious Prinker Bomſas having hanged im- 
ſelf in Deſpair, becauſe his uſurped Empirè was not ke to thriwe With him, 
his own Soldiers juſtly derided hi | Man: 
but a Tanker that was hanged up there! 1117009 mut es 


„ when they ſaid, that it was not a Man, 
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It was one of the worſt Laws which, Lycurg us ae to the Spartans \ wheres 
by young Men were allowed to ſteal fromitheir: Neighbours, providing they 
did it neatly and ſubtily; but if they;were apprehended in the Fact, the) 
were ſeverely corrected: It was, certainly a moſt unjuſt Orcs e becau 
it inured Youth to lying, and fraudulent Habits neither coyl, LEED 
 liry of it be counterpoiſed by their pretended learning the, Stratagems, of 
War by ſuch childiſh Circumventions; it being indeed the grand Deſign of 
that Legiſlator, to make all his Laws ſubſervient to Mars and Bellopa,,.. + ... 
But the main a of this Fable is to ſhe w us that the cunning Impoſtures 
of Men put a Neceſſity upon the Injured to appeal to the Juſtice of an omni- 
ſcient GOD who ſees the Thoughts of the Heart afar off, even long before 
they are thought; no doubt Aleiſts (both in Judgment and Practice) are 
apt to deride that Appellation, as to a very long Day; and queſtionleſs that 
general Judgment muſt needs be very far off in the Eyes of theſe faithleſs Souls, 
who do not believe that ever ſuch a Day will come; neither do they conſider 
how nigh they are by ſuch Provocations to a particular Judgment, of which 
I ſhall {ubjoin one or two Inſtanees in lieu 5 ee 
When the grand Maſter of the, Kizhts Templars was tied to the Stake in 
France to be burnt alive, with divers 2 10 Order, he firſt crav?d Pardon of 
God and of the Brethren of his Order for the Wrong he had done them in con- 
feſſing thoſe Crimes to be true which were charged upon the Order in general, 
and that thro? the Vehemency of Torment; for being ſhortly toappear before 
the righteous Judge of the World, he. not only. appealed to him for their 
| Innocency, bur alſo cited Pope Clement V. and Philip the Fair, then Kin of 
France (for it was mainly by the Authority of thoſetwo great Men with their 
Influence on other Princes, that this horrid Maſſacre was, carried 0n,-;thro? 
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partial Tribunal of GOD, there to anſwer for the great Injuſtice done to his 
| Order 


all Europe:] Heſummo ed them, I ſay, to appear Within a car, before the Im- 
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Order. And it's moſt certain that both theſe ſummoned Panels died within 
the prefixed Time, which indueed many to believe chat the Templuys were not 
-pnilty of thoſe execrable Crimes which were laid to their Charge. The Jews 
Have a-Proverb Cam Elias venerit ſolver nodos; and I fear this is one of the 
Myſteries Which the Day of Judgment will fully unriddle. There was in- 
deed ſome little diſcovery made of that Intrigue, even in the Age wherein it 
was acted; For ſome Hiſtorians report, That Philip of France would have 
all the Templars deſtroyed, per fas ant nefas, that his German Brother might 
enjoy the Forfeitry of the whole Order, and no doubt he had become one of 
the greateſt Princes of the Weſtern World (as to Revenue) if that Deſign 
had taken effect. For the Templars had great Poſſeſſions almoſt in every King- 
dom of Europe. But tho King Philip thought he had the Pope upon his 
Finger- ends (for he was indeed his Greature) Yo the Ghoſtly Father with 
his Council at Vienna diſappointed him, by making a Gift of all the 'Temple 
Lands to the Knights Hoſpitallers, called otherwiſe, The Order of St. John 
at Hieraſalem, after wards Knights of Rhodes, and now of Malte. 

1 hope the Reader will pardon this ſmall Digreſſion (if any fo account it) V4 
to give my Sentiments concerning that cruel Method practiſed in ſome parts 2 
of the World, in order to the finding out of an obſcure Truth, as ispretend- 3 
ed, the ſame being uſually termed Torture: And that either by the formida- 
ble Rack, Boots, Thumbikins, Water, Oyl, or any other manner of way 
whereby human Nature is tormented. I join Iſſue with the Great St. Augu- 
ſtine, That it is the greateſt Injuſtice to infli&t the greateſt bodily Torment 
imaginable upon an innocent Perſon; for ſuch are all in the Conſtruction of 
Law, till they be proved guilty : It being an approved Maxim both of che 
Civil and Canon Law, and of Divinity alſo, Præſumitur eſſe bonus qui non pro- 
batur or malus. And I muſt needs ſay it, they who judge ſuch an Extorted 
Confeſfion- a ſufficient Probation , have never ſufficiently conſidered the 
Frailty of Human Nature. So that I think Torture ſhould never be ad- 
mitted in any Caſe, except the Confeſſion can inſtantly verifie it (elf, e. g. 

- Suppoſe there were great Prefuniptions againſt a Man, that he were guilty 
of Crimes Peculatus, by robbing rhe publick I reaſury of a vaſt Sum of Mo- 
ny, I would lay no ſtreſs on his tortured Confeſſion, till he had brought 
the Judge to the place where he had laid that ftollen Treaſure : Then the O- 

51% cular Inſpection juſtifies the Confeſſion. This had been the Caſe of that bold 

= Candiot, who alone pilfer*d one of the richeſt Treaſures in the World, 1 
Sify mean that of Venice, laid up in the Church of St. Mark; if his new Con- 
fident had not made the Indication for him: Therefore ſuch a Caſe ſhould 
be reduced to that Maxim of Law, concerning the Examination of Witneſs 
ſes, who are ſableſte fidei. That if it be done at all, it ſhould be done 4d 
eruendam Veritatem, ſed non al fariendam fidem. | 1 

| There remains yet a more admirable Inſtance of theſe Appeals to Heaven 

4 from unjuſt Sentences on Earth, which may be found in the Spaniſb Hiſtory 

i penn d by Mariana. There was a Nobleman of Spain found privately mur- 

i" thered, neither was it known who had done that villanous Act; the King 

it was the more diligent in making Inquiſition for that Blood, becauſe the mur- 

1 dered Perſon had been his principal Minion. At laſt it was . that 

1 there were two Caſtilian Brethren, who were picqued at this Nobleman, ſo 

=. rhat it was vety probable they were the MalefaQtors, and meerly upon this 

= Preſumption, they were ſentenced to be thrown down from the top of an 

"nt high Rock, that by their Death they might expiate their Crime. The Bre- 
bt thren indeed confeſſed, that they were ſenſible of a great Wrong done 2 5 
* "by | 
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by that Nobleman, but withal appeaPd to the Omniſcient GOD, that they 
had no hand in his death, neither directly nor indirectly. They further declar- 
ed, that as Chriſtians they. would never have been ſo wicked, and as Perſons 
of Honour (for they were Gentlemen well deſcended) they could not have 
been ſo baſe, to murther any Man of what Quality ſoever. But when all their 
Proteſtations were made in vain, one of them (upon the top of that fatal Rock) 
in the Audience of many thouſands of People, cited the King to appear before 


the Tribunal of the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, there to abide the juſt 


Sentence of that unerring Judge, for the great Injuſtice he had done both to 
him and his Brother, and that within the ſpace of thirty days. No doubt ma- 
ny of the Spectators deem'd him no leſs than mad, to prefix fo ſhort a time 
to the King, who was but a 3 and in good Health at the time, nei- 
ther was there at that time any fear of Inteſtine Commotion, or Foreign In- 
vaſions. Yet it is a moſt certain Truth that the King died of a Fever within 


the thirty days; which providential Diſpenſation was judged by many a more 


weighty Preſumption of the young Mens Innocency, than that whereon the 
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T0 his Ager, he might have added that other Diverb, That ſew are wiſe 


very old; or one of hs S 


that we need not inſiſt upon them. m s eaw hd ue COD » 


was the 


before the hand, like Promotheas, but too many reſemble his Brother Epimet he- 
us, in being wiſe behind the hand, (for ſo fareth it with fome other Nations 
belides the Scots, Sero ſapiunt Phryges,. being a true Satyr long before that 


Nation had a Being, tho? one of the oldeſt Kingdoms in 5 which in 


plain Exliſh imports, That Experience is the School - Maſter of Fools, Iaſipien- 
tis eſt dicere non putavi. Let better late wiſe, than never. 


It might have been farther illuſtrated with that of the Poet ? 
Quiſquis mat Ranam, Raunam putas eſſe Dianam. 
As al, Difficile eſt exuere natur an, Yea, 
Naturam expellas furta tamen ipſa recurrit. 
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The Fable is grounded on a true Story, vis. the Practice of Stenhelus a Tar- 


tarian Prince, who had EXXX Sons by diverſe Venters, who tryed every 
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one of them with a great bundle of Arrows, G , 
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To this might have been added that of the Poet, 
Si qua voles apte nubere, nube pari. 
And that myſtical Counſel of the Philoſopher to the young Man at Athens, 
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who demanded his Advice; whether h ſhould marry a very rich Woman, but 
Nm Age, but of a mean For tune. The Philoſopher 
bid him 5 0 and over-hear the School: Boys at their-Play, and tell him what 
| moſt-uſual Expreſſiom among them, and then he would tteſolve his 
Doubt. At his return he told the Fhlloſopher that the words he moſt fre- 
quently heard among them, were, I will not play mitij To, for zun um not my 
2 Theſe Schoof Boys, ſaid the Philoſopher, have taught you how / to re- 


Ive your on Caſe. St. Paul having obſerved! the: ſame of thoſe who are 
uncqually:yoaked in marters of Religion the many Inconveniences of ſuch 
fatal Conünctions (eſpecially among Sovereign Princes) being ſo obvious, 
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4 — when one of Cyrds his Soldiers was lifting Hand to kill the 


King, whom he no more knew to be the Kin 25 in 2 crowd of Fugitives, 4 

than the Turks did (long afterwards) know C —— Paleolagus to be the 1 

unköôrtunate . Vien he was Hying wit inany others towatds the 4 
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OO is: Sa that the Poet CHdudsap, tho'a' Pagan, did admirè the ſin- 
| wy eee chat attended T ivd the: Great' in his Wars againſt the 
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them in excellent Hereick Verſe / 1+ 336 The Poem thus begins, 
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Yea, i it's very 'obſervable that GOD: permitted the Devil 2 uniſh ſigna 
thoſe Pins who made bold to rob theit Hearhen/Gods'; (for it was Sarrilepe 
as to them.) Thus -Clmdyſes loſt 50000 of his Army ih the Sands of 'L161a, 
for his deſign to rob the Temple of Jupiter Hamm; and the almoſt mira- 
culous Pumſhments which were inflicted upon Nerxes with his Per ſians, and 
on Brennns With his Gruuls, for attempting to rob the famous Temple of Apollo at 
Delphos, are fo well known'that we need not inſiſt upon them. But the moſt 
extenſive Judgment that ever I read: off, did befal the Conſul Cpio with 
his Romans, for robbing the Temple of T Bolgaſe in Languedoc, it being obſer- 

ved by the Romans that there was not one of that Army, that had the leaſt 
hand in that Sacrilege, but dyed a violent Death; ſo that it became prover- 
bial at Rome, when they ſaw any Man in extreme Miſery, Aurum habet 
Tholouſanum. He hath the Gold of Tholouſe. 

Bur I ſhall ſhut up this deſolatin Point with ſuch a ſtrange Contriviice 
ef Revenge (upon the accourtt of pigs J that there was; never à more 
ſubtile vinchetrwe Deſign hatched in Hell it felf; which being a ſufficient Indi- 
cation of the Sentiments ofthe geterality of Chriſtians (in Me Age wherein it 
Was acted, which was the XIII Century) that it harki induced me to tell it 58 4 
very conſiderable length: Frederick the Second of that Name (Empe 
Germany and King of ' Naples) had (for many Years) entertait'd in 0 
Service a Noble Neapolitan, named Petrus de Vineis, as his principal Confi- 
dent and Counſellor ; and in regard-of his great Knowledge and Prudence 
he was, Keen deemed 9 0 of © (he pre eat Truſt; for it, was he who de- 
fended ek al eof if his . re the F of Lyons). 1 1 the Ad- 

iration of all the Hearers : But 11 believe gl oquence of Cicero and 
= henes 9 . W. onde not haye broke = mplacable Malice 
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Event of his Prediction; for he had no ſooner uttered his infernal I Par, 
but he daſhed his Head againſt the Wall to prevent a more tormenting Death : 
But what he foretold, ſhortly came to paſs; for the Emperor became very 
deſpicable, and was at laſt moſt unnaturally poiſoned by a Baſtard of his own. 
His ſad Deſtiny was much to be pitied, for he was a Prince of extraordinary 
Knowledge, and a great Juſticiary; and like another Juſtinian, he made ma- 
ny excellent Laws, which are ſubjoined to the Corpus Faris Civilis; as for any 
Exorbitances he committed during his moſt troubleſome Time; I believe if So- 
lomon had been his Contemporary, and ſeen how he had been vexed and per- 
lexed with diverſe very ill natured Popes, he would thus have apologized for 
im, that, Oppreſſion: makes: a wiſe Man mad. E 


| | „ LXAXIY. 5 l 
Here he might have told that Vitellius the Roman Emperor was a greater 
Fool in the 9 — extreme, for he prohibited (and that under the Pain of 
Death) any at Rome to ſay that Veſpaſian was advancing toward the Guy 
with a formidable Army; ſo that 15 ſupine Negligence and moſt fooli 
Security (even when the Enemy was at the Gates) brought that ſenſual Epi- 
cure to an unpitied, tho; a moſt ignominious Deat. wn 
"ESL 0D 5 = $9855.17 6 SFRIITO TE I SIS WM AY 
Here he might have mentioned the pertinent Anſwer of the School-Maſter, 
who would not diſpute his beſt with him who commanded thirty Legions ; 
for it was the Emperor Adrian who was ſo vain as to fancy an Excellency in 
all the Eiberal Arts, and in Grammar among the reft ; Neither (in my judg- 
ment) was that indire& Reproof which a Muſician gave to Philip of Mace- 
don (for contending with him in his own Art) void' of Prudence, when he 
thus ſpoke to the Father of the great Alexander; The Gods forbid that your 
Majeſty ſhould ever be brought ſo low, as to know theſe e peers bet- 
ter than 1 do. Sure Tam, that the Maſter Carver of K. James I; of Great Bri- 
tain, was more pedantick than they both; for having enquired of his Majeſty 
if he would have the Wing of a Rabbet, the King merrily anſwered, Did you 


an mee eee | him, for 
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er too; and what boy ooh Fay pk be ſent; che Secretary 


His Draught, be threw His own into the 
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tanz for the King ought to have conſidered that his Secretary was bound to be 
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his Fable minds rie of the Perverſeneſs of che Tartu, Who Being con 
tiguous to divers Parcels of good Land, which alſo border either bn Pulau 
or Muſcovy ; they (like the Dog in the Manger) will not ſuffer their Neigh- 


bours to cultivate that interjacent Earth, nor wall they be at the Pains to la- 
bour it themſelves. a 1 1 8401 79 It ebam ene 1 1% adde 1 
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Here he had Occaſion to mention that blaſphemous Expreſſion; of 4lpbs 
ſus X. of that Name King of Caſtile. He was accounted a great Aſtrono- 
mer, at leaſt it was by his Authority, and on his Expence that the famous 
Tabulæ ALPHONSINA were framed. and publiſhed, to the World; his 
paraſitical Subjects gave him the Epithite of ALPHONSUS the WISE, bur 
farians was, more juſt to Him in Writing that He Was more Knowing than 
Wiſe ; neither judge I it an Act of Injuſtice 91 41 that he was a moſt inſolent 
FO OL, in preſuming to ſay, That if he had beep, at God's Elbow when He 
made the World, he would (forſooth) have ſaggeſted a much wiſer:Comrjvance : 
But in his blaſphemous Folly and diſaſtrous Fate; we may ſee ho dange- 
E. it is to, be handling edged Tools, for after that moſt impious Expreſſion 
he never proſpered more in this World. but became deſpicable both: Abroad 
and at Home, for going to take Poſſeſſion of the German Empire (to which 
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divers of the Electors had call'd him) he ſound another placed upon the 
Throne, before he came the length: Yea. (like) the, Dog. ſnatching at the 
Shadow of Fleſh in his Teeth) in ſeeking a Crown abroad, he loſt his own; 
Diadem at home, for his unnatural Son had taken Poſſeſſion of the Throne 

had gone no further than 
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of Caſtile before his Father return'd to Spain, tho he 
to Avinion in France, | 0 tail 63. 202d end dan 
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Here he miglit have mentioned that witty Reproof Which Drmoratizs of 
Corinth gave Philip of Macedon for his Domeſtical Jatiglings, for he hac turn- 
ed off his Wife Ohmpras, and his Son Ale nander à little before Demorarut 
came to his Court, hom having received very kindly, and at laſt enquirit 
how the States of Greete were agreeing among themſelves, and teu 
there ſhould be ſuch Animoſities among theſe Ho were all of one Nation, 
it being much better for them to agree together againſt the common Enemy 
(meaning the Perſians) and at laſt the King proteſted that he would uſe all 
the means that lay in his Power, to cement their Diviſions: It becomes you 
very well to talk of uniting States abroad (ſaid Demoratus) when you cannot” 
0 rule your own Family at home as to keep Diviſions out of it; Which plain 
Expoſtulation proved the way to the return of the Mother with her Sn. 
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Here we hay. a ſpiritus Di of chat dil 
ſtem Were be. 
thirf the more he 


attain'd unto in this Life, till our Hearts be brought down 
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and the Chamber-maid, he 8 her in that Diabolical Plot to accuſe 


Chamber - Maid, and was ſo confident of the Truth of the Indictment, that he 
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This Apologae of the Beaver minds me of the Expreſfion of x 


meaning that their coveting that ſtatgly Houſe which he had lately built in 
Rome would be the fols Cane of bis Debt. 
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I do not find in any Hiſtory a more Tragical Diſſipation of a Family by 
that hefliſh Paſſion of Revenge, than that which fell out in Spain in the pre- 
ceding Age, as is teſtified by Mariana: There was a 1 Cavalier who 
had a Moor to his Slave, he having offended his Lady, the cauſed him to be 
ſoourged for his Fault; now as his Nation is generally treacherous and vindi- 
ive, fo moſt cruel in their Revenge: Therefore this reſenting Slave did beat 
his Brains Night and Day how to be avenged on the Lady; — 5 ar 
(as the Devil would have it) upon the too great Kindneſs bet wixt himſelf 


her Lady to her Lord, 'viz. that {he was guilty of Incontinency, and ſo baſe 
therein, that it was with her own Gardener; and all this he told his Maſter 
under the pretence of great Good-will, and that he could not endure to ſee ſo 
kind a Maſter ſo al onoures „and then appealed to the Teſtimony of the 


aſſured his Lord he would cauſe him to apprehend the Violator of his Honour 
in the very Cloſet with his Lady; to which (as the Villain ſaid) he came but 
too frequently: Sothat the very next Morning he cauſed that unhappy Wench 
to call for the Gardner to come and ſpeak with her Lady; then that black 
Moor of Hell ran tahis Lord and told him chat if he made haſt he would find 
that Raſcal preſently with his Lady; the enraged Husband believing the 
whole treacherous Series to be true, finding the Gard'ner coming out of the 
Chamber - door (for no doubt the Lady had told him that ſhe had not called 
for him) he inſtantly ſtabhed him to the Heart, and with the ſame bloody 
Pojuerd (Breath and Por), diſpatched his innocent Wife (for Jealouſie is 
cruel as the Grave); hut while his Hands were thus ſmoaking with innocent 
Blood, God Almighty, who will not fail ſooner or later to vindicate the 
Guiltleſs, awakned the Conſcience of one of theſe great Criminals, and that 
was the Chamber-maid, for ſhe fell down at her Maſters Feet, and with man 
Tears declared the Innacency of her Miſtreſs, and confeſſed all their helli 

Contrivance againſt her, whereupon the unhappy Husband being mad with 
the Rage of a guilty Confcience, inſtantly diſpatched that wicked Woman, 
and the more wicked Moor; and himſelf at aft, as the greateſt * 

; now 
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He eh hive yy that Story mentioned by 9 Jo bus « tha Jes Hiſtorian, 
concerning a Raman General, who, "I in ſome part of 
Syria, an Angar inſtantly viked him to Nu, — id he, there is a 
little Bird which by the Motion of its Wings prognoRticates ill luck to the Ro- 
man Army, if we $0 any any further that way; the General deſired to ſee the o- 

minous Bra, and ing a dextrous Archer, he ſhot it dead wich. a Dart; 
then turning towards the Soorh-/ajer, he ſaid, we are very great Fools to i- 
magine that the ſilly Bird ſhould have known our Fate, ſince it underſtood no- 
thing of its own Deſtiny ; therefore he 1mmediately advanced, with his Ar- 
my, and found not the leaſt misfortune in that way. 2 915 

There is alſo another notable Story to this purpoſe (which ndancly de- 
ciphers the Vanity of ſuch Impoſtures;) after the ſnameful Defeat of the Ae. 
man _ under Marcus Cr ws, and the moſt i ignominious 3 *t elt 
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- Nero was fed with ſuch falſe Intelligence to his Rt; ber the ma hol 
believe that his _— in Spain were bringing Galba a bound Pri dner; 

thus 
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Tſuppoſe that Reward will Iberer reſcue the Receiver, from Pini Wo 15. 
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This minds me of the Spaniard, who being at Sea in the time of a great 
Tempeſt, vowed to the Virgin Mary (if ſhe would bring him ſafe to d) a 
Wax C ndfe to burn in! 7 el of Loreto, as big as the Maſt of the 
Ship; a'Neighbour of his, ſtanding beſide, ſaid, Take heed what ; u yow, 
for you are not. able to, erform 1 it ; for theit Velſel) Was of confi (bulk: 
then he whiſpered his Comerade in the Ear, If I were once at Land, I will 
make her reſt content with à Candle much ks than my Arm: Hut 105 true 
and 1 God will not be mocked. 
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As alſo that ſmart Anſwer: which the Pyrat gave Alemnader the Great; Thar 
himſelf was hut a petty Thief, who pilfer for meer N eceſſity; but ſuch 
as He, robbed whole Provinces and Kingdoms thro' meer Ambition: and 
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Tde eldeſt Son o K, cafe was loſt with 6 foch a Dream, Viſion, 0 Re. 
ſponſe of an Oracle to his Father: And who. knows not the Fare of the Poet 
Mſchlus? Who having got # Reſponſe | that he ſhould die by the Fall of an 
——— he ſtill _ = e 3 
roiſe, which an Eugle threw down upon his bald Pate (taking it for a tone 
ant ſo killed aud for: that Shell'is 5 the Houſe of He 3 . ) 

IT bere is nothing more aqmirable in the Providence of GOD, than the moſt 
won Diſappointment of the moſt ſubtile Machinations of Men and De- 
je to fruſtrate" the Determinations of Heaven, by making their;counter- 

— . gos and Endeavours, the principal Means (if not the ſole ſecundary 
) of efleQuating the Divine Decrees; many Inſtances could be given 
— purpoſe,” but for Brevity's fake I ſhall only produce one Ex; xample, bur 
#very-obfervable one; both'for the rarity of the matter, and its AR tion by 
ſo many Greek and Latin Hiſtorians. There lived a young Nobleman in the 
days of the Emperor Conſtantius, who dream'd that a Child wrapped in Par- 
ple came out of his ſide ; the next day the ſimple Dreamer told it as a Sport to 
e who being naturally a very jealous Prince, and being con- 
firmed in his Suſpicion by ſome. Sooth-ſajers about him, that the N ight-Viſion 


will | did 


on the FAB LES SOP. 1 
did prognoſticate one of that Dreamers Poſterity to be deſtinedb for the Inipes 
rial Those, upon ſome frivolous retence he put the innocent Noble man 
to Death (for Tyrants have always vain Pretenſions in ſtore) z Meither did 
his Injuſtice reſt there, but did alſo confiſcate his great Fortum tobe Coms, 
yea his Malice would have been further extended even to the Biſthof a Foſthu- 
mous Child, which his Wife afterwards brought forth; if it had ben a Mals, 
but finding it of the other Sex, he did not regard the Dream any more. The 


diſtreſſed Lady died ſhortly: after that Production, full of Pm and Me. 


lancboly, yet before her Death ſnhe recommended the poor Orphan to the Care 
of a Relative of her own, Who was Miſe to one Valentinian, one of the Captains 
of Conſtantin s Army. Little was he then dreaming of the Empire, and much 
leſs when he Was caſhiered and relegated! to a Caſtle in Cappadocia, by Julian 
the Apoſtate, for giving a Prieſt a Box on the Ear, for ſprinkling ſome of his 
Aqua luſtralis on his Face, when he uſhered his Maſter into one of the Pagan 
Temples; but Jovian having ſucceeded that impious Apoſtate, he retrieved 
Valent inian with great Honour, and advanced him in the Army; and living 
not many Months, Valentinian for his Gallantry:was choſen: Emperor by 
the Soldiery 3; whoſe Election was approved by the Generality of the Chri- 
ſtian People, becauſe he had been a Noble Conſeſſor;; then having ſetled his 
Brother Valens Emperor in the Eaſt, he fixed at Rome, the ald Imperial 
Seat; and after 2 or 3 Years of his Reſidence there; the noble Orphan com- 
mitted to the Care of his Wife, was then become a Woman, and being one 
Day in the Bath with the Empreſs, the too ſimple Wife told her Husband at 
Night that the poor Child whom ſhe had entertained ſo long, out of Chari- 
ty, was the greateſt Beauty, in her Judgment, upon the Face of the Earth; for 
ſhe her ſelf had ſeen her naked in the Bath that very day; this awakned the 
Curiofity of the Emperor to ſee with his ownEyes that Paragon of Nature that 
ſo affected his Heart, that at any Rate he would marry the young Juſtina, for 
ſo ſhe was named at the Font; (by ſuch a vain Aſpect the Kingdom of the 
Goths in Spain was ruined by the Moors, under that licentious Prince Roderigo) 


yet the amorous Valentinian had ſo much kindneſs for his firſt Wiſe; that he | 


would not repudiate her, but did not boggle at Polygamy, tho? he was other= 
wiſe a much more Orthodox Chriſtian than his Brother. On this-young Pa- 
ramour he begat a Son ho ſucceeded the elder Brother Gratian (by ano- 
ther Venter) his Name being V alentinian II. Thus we find at laſt the My- 
ſtery of the purple Dream unriddled; and to conclude, if Conſtantine had con- 
ſidered and believed that Maxim of an old Philoſopher, That it's ſimply im- 
poſſible for any Man to kill his Sucteſſor. He would not in all probability have 
endeavoured by ſuch inhumane Means to interrupt the current of that ſtream, 
which may eaſily overflow the greateſt, but cannot be ſtopped by any. - _ 
| FAB. CX. ns tre] 

Here he might have taken occaſion to tell that Story of the Golden Tripos, 
which ſome Fiſhermen haled to Land in their Net, inſtead of a Fiſh in the 
time of the ſeven wiſe Men of Greece, which being ſucceſſively refuſed by them 
all, it was at laſt dedicated to the Prieſteſs of Apollo at Delphi, to be ſet upon 
that Chaſma of the Earth from whence they had their Oracular Evaporations. 
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It was an uſual Expreſſion of Ariſtole, nase wry 


the Truth thereof is verified by the far greateſt part of the World who are 
mightily afraid of Death ; eſpecially voluptuous Perſons, (who 8 
f E ies 
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Rellies their Gods) are dnoſt un willing to have that ſenſual u torn from 
them, hen they are ũn full -Poſſeffioniof all its endearing Oircumſtances; 
O Death!» (fairh Syraciiles) bum bitter is thy Remmnurance to him whois fitting 
a ene im ibis own Houſe, und enjoys the World. at Mill? But it's much more 

— with Miſery to be unwilling to go 
to:thar Plant whereithe weary be at Reſt: Yer I my ſelf knew one who Was 
as miſerable as any ian in the World can be ſuppoſed to be, for he was on the 
wrong ſide of LXXX, and beſides che uſual Infirmities of a deeripit Age, he 
was mot pitifully tormented wich Neptr3rical Pains, yea wirh ſuch frequent 
and violent Fits of the Gravel, that he hath been heard crying at a great Di- 
ſtanc; and as for his external Condition in the World, he was a moſt indi- 
gent Beggar, who would undoubtedly have ſtarved many a time, if charirable 
Nei had not ſucooured him; I did viſir him on his Death-Bed, and 
well knou / ing all his deplorable Cireumitances, I doubted not in the leaſt but 
that he was very glad of the Approach of Death to reſcue him out of the Jaws 
of extreme Miſery; and having demanded the ſame of him, I heatd him with 
great Admitation ſay, That if it were the Will of. God, he could be content to live 
et u while longer, fur all his 'Miſery-, which I could not'poſſibly impute to any 
other-Prizcipel, than the Nature} Horror of Death, and that more Spiritual 


- Yet I judge the Concluſion of the Commentator too general, as to all thoſe 
who improve the lawful means in order to their Recovery, as if they were 
molt unwilling to die, who call for Phhyſiciuns, Apothecaries and” Surgeons; 
he fancies them to reſemble (for all the World) Lewis XI. of France, who 
had ſuch an infinit dread of Death, that (if we believe Philip de Comines) 
there was nothing chat ſounded fo terribly to his evil Conſcieſce, as the ve- 
ry mention of that fu Word. But he ſhould have conſidered that they fin 
2 Nature who ſpurn at the Means, when they are in a Capacity to uſe 
; it being a true Haim of the Caſuiſts, hut the Means are ours, but the 
Events God's; for L have known ſome good Chriſtians tliat were ſo weary of 
the Fable of this World (as Epiphanius uſually aid and lrad ſo little Kind- 
neſs for this natural Liſe; yea; were ſo deſirous, Ib be diſſolved, and to be with 
Chriſt, that if their Conſciences had not commanded them to uſe the Means, 
they would have rather choſen to have died more than once (if it had been 
poſſible) than to have endured the Fatigue of medicinal Applications; which 
minds me of the famous Conſul Marius, who being both pained and deform- 
ed in his Legs with that Diftemper'thit Phyſicians term Varices, he having (to 
all outward Appearance) ſuſſeted moſt patiently the Lancing and Carting 
of one of them, when the Surg eon addreſſed to thie other, he told him that 
theſe Ineiſtons and Amputations were not wotth the while; and ſince Death 
was the worſt of it, he would choſe rather to die, than undergo ſo much 
Trouble again. Bog RL Pa | 
Yea, more than ſo, if all true Chriſtiaus were not convinced that the Lord 
of Life, hath fred us here as a Sentinal, at a Poll, who muſt not remove 
Withoun a Order, L am fully perſuaded that ſome of them (for 
any dread they Have of Death) would not be ſhy to imitate that Roman Se- 
nator, who being inform d that the monſter of Nature, named Nero, had de- 
termined to put him to a tormenting death; he reſolved to anticipate the 
Tyrant's Malice, by ſtarving himſelf to death, and having intirely abſtained 
from all kind of Food, the ſpace of five or ſix days, one of his Friends came 
and told him that he was miſin formed; for the Kriperor Had: no bad Deſigu 
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flat upon the Ground by his invincible hny, | he 


FAB. CXV. 


* Who; are curious, may find in many. other. pertinent little Stories tot 

n Plutarch his Tregiſe of Brutes having ſome Uſe of Reaſon, wha 

Rebel Lopick i is very plauſible; it may 8 (Jays he) to be the general 

aer of Mankind in calling Dogs, a &c. mad, which urdoubred. 
of ReaGh. a . 


in Man Ls the Privation of the 


bl ( ee f 


MINE Ane e e 
| Inn W weak PET this Fable WAA as has 1 0 not San A Link 


the 8 ppineſs of Saceeſſive, as of ElefFive Kingdoms; it bein 55 Very rare to 
find 22 ors ſo infatuated as to make choice | 0,90 Infant, of: a 4 of.a 


formed Creature, of a meer Simpleton, x who is de orm” both in and Min ine 
or of a notorious C mard, or fivally 0 0 ie that i 18 odious 1 int he 8 Lies of of tt 
World for brutiſh nſualiri al els 1 75 once ſtumbled upon ſuc 
rous Election, 7 ende ae N. emia Was Hlen th eir Em- 


or, ih ty Prej thin the E ion, nd b 
peror, e 125 1 170 zr. Cha 1755 counteract. a to bis ow 
Golden BY in bribei ing ths Mn palbably, to make g gee of ſuch 
a Calf to be chen Caſæ; ; but ſuch Pere irths are very ſeldom * at 
Francfort in Germany, 0 or.Cracow in Poland; 1 558 Freter Kingdoms, Peo- 
ple muſt be content to receive what the Han Nature each to the 


= — it be bountiful or ydebougd, and 70 0 Without ee ublels 
| they ſerve a Breve of Tatotry again 150 FIND, 5 7 67 e znother 
= Ne uchadnezar, ſo that they are Cot to give tp an miniltrator or 


Protector, as it fared with Charles VI, of France ; or if he be an incotrigible 


Fool, to turn him 10 as Was 9 in 1 preſent AB, to 1 0 the APO of 
W | | | 


l 


FA ; ext. 


They have infallibly the more generous Spirits who glory in being The Sons 
of their own: right Arm (as the Spaniards phraſe it) for that ſoher  Acknow- 
ledgment of their own baſe Original, emboſomes this Inſinuation always in 

it, chat they owe their Riſe either an Church or State, rather to their own 
tue, then to the Gifts of Fortune. Thus Sixtus V, (as {mart A Pope as ever 
had the Honour to ſit in that Chair of S. Peter) uſually vaunted that he was 
Oriundus Domo illuſtri, Alluding t6 his F ather's Houſe, which was fo poor a Cot- 
tage, that the Roof of it was — totaly core; likewiſe one W se who 
Was 


———_— w_ ape * — 


Who ha ae 85 dle Kin 
of Sicily, tho otherwiſe a.mo cruel,” 5 : 1 N — 

rous, for whereas he might have been on ES ſ Rs le oi 
| would uſe none himſelf but Earthen 0 nes, to pal him his O 


The was 
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n 18 


Was Archbiſhop of Monte, and one of the * 1 cauſed. Cart. 
Wheels to be painted on ide Walls of "bis 0 AE. an at gat h 


had been but a poor Cart: Wright: An. 


. becauſe his Father had been eh Poor Potter, a 40 cin ng days 
e had practiſed that Trade himſelf. By ve 0 ere Was another Potter's 55 ar 
greater Vertue than 4 rathocles ; 3 and that as t he be Fa oppo 227975 Who was 
not aſhamed to own RE Ori inal, ever when he 15 0 With great 
Courage and Conduct) that great Kingof. e ba, e - Tye ee 
of the Captains of Kane the Great. ,. | 35 5 


111 
F AB, NI. | 
Why may not a Beaſt luſt after a Woman, as well as a Women after a 


Beaſt? "Far not.to ſpeak of the Golden A, of Apuleius, the cen ory of 


Paſiphat (Wife to King Minos) with her beloved Bull, is 1 5 age 
that we may believe the ſame was literally prachladſe; : Martiat obſcene 
Latin Poet, and of a kin" it ſeems to the Greek Andirevh ) hath'a Evieram ro 
this ſame purpoſe ; ; Junttam Paſiphae, &c. (for I will not honouc'it with a 
Repetition) yet there he plainly tells us, that he ſaw this brutiſh Pagentry 
re- acted before the beaſtly iy ror Domitian in the Amphitheatre at Rome. 
And that Love ſerves to mollify moſt cruel Natures, may appear from Po- 
Hybemus, his wooing < of Gllezs, (if we 17 y believe the amorous Poet Ovid) 
or Kpoles's Turkiſb Hiſtory, "who tells 17 hat Mahomet the Great was ſoftned 
by the fair Irene, almoſt, to the degree of Effemiracy ; but after a twelve Month 
his fierceneſs returned; and 1 ichert) Tyger, with his own Hand, cut off 
her Head: In fine, the moſt admirable Inflũence I read of this Faſſion, was 
the transforming (as it were) of a Brute into a Man, 1 mean the eldeſt Son of a 
Roman Senator, who was ip ſtup id from Fi Infancy, that he was accounted 
by all that knew him but abwo le legg'd Beaſt : So that his Father being aſham- 
ed to have him ſeen in the City, 129 0 d him wy a Country Hopfe Se d the 
Fields thereabout ; it being his fortune to u, a very bende young 
Lady, who, with ſome of her Attendants, was Ying A be in 4 Wood? 
This beautiful Object, Which he ſtill gazed upon till he awaked Was ſo far 


from inhauncing his Stupidity, like a Gorgon's Head, that it ma "be aid this 
Sight put inſtantly. a new Spirit into that moſt ſimple Joh; for fror that 
940 forward he ſo ſpeedily increaſed in Knowledge g nd Virus 'thatwithin 
.A 

_ greateſt Virtuoſo in all 'Rome : ; ſo that all who knew him judged: him moſt 
worthy of the greateſt Beauty in the World; and the Reader needs not doubt 


ort time he was accounted one of the greateſt 7 its and Gallants, 'yea the 


but that ſhe who had wrought ſuch a wonderful happy alteration upon him, 
with all her Friends, was very glad of the honour of ſuch an Alliance. 


1:94 u * N FAB. CXXIV. 


He He mig hr here ads ibſtanced that of Medzs in the Tra gedy ; who when 

ut to murder her on Children, becauſe her Husband gon was 
ready to marry Creuſa, Daughter to the King of Cœriuth; the Poet i intro- 
ducetir her, rhe thus againſt that moſt unnatural: Deſign; 3 men 


- -s ideo, meliora, e 
Deter iora ſequor, —— Woo: 1 
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"FAB. CNN. 
A oaralli Ducati to this honeſt Carpenter did happen ak 58 got 
hong ago, which is moſt worthy of the recording and noticing- A good Car- 
dinm loved there, who was very famous fon his CHaritabis Deeds; in the time 
of a great Dearth, a poor Widow reſorted to him, and made her moan, That tor 
divers Years paſt She and her Daughter had lived honeſtly upon their dome- 
ftical Vertue, without being burthenſorne tg any; but now (ſaid ſhe) there 
is ſuch ſcarcity of all'Ehings, neceſſary for humane Life, that we have enough 
ta do to live by our bandy Work, ſo that mM Chamber-Rent is unpaid, and the 
Land. Lord is threatning $0. caſt wy out; but, ſubjoined ſhe, that which an- 
guiſheth my Spirit molt of all, I fear meer Peoury {hall make 4 Daughter 
run into a Brothel· Houſe. The Cardinal demanded what the ber-Rent 
amounted to; ſhe anſwer'd, Five Crowns: He gave her a Precept to his 
Chamberlain (who lived in the City) to ee r the Money; for upon the 
Production of the Cardinalꝰs Precr he fitted his Accounts at the Year's end; 
the Chamberlain told down fifty Crawns to the poor Widow; ſhe told him he 
was miſtaken, for ſhe ſought but five. O, faid the Chantaiain here is the ex- 
preſs Order of my Maſter, which I dare not diſobey; neither, ſaid ſhe, dare I 
difobey my Conſcience ; for I ſought no more from bis Eminency,' and I know 
appointed me to get no more, therefore I will have no more: Well, ſub- 
joined the Chamberlain, I find few Supplicants of your Kidney; but ſince eve- 
ry Man is the beſt Interpreter of his on Orders, let us go both to the Cardinal 
that we may hear himſelf. When the matter was thus repreſented to him, 
the good Cardinal declared, that he deſigned no more when he ſigned that Or- 
der, but only the little Sum the Made had ſou; t; but when he ſaw the Cy- 
pher added to the fifth Figure, either (aid he) ſome extraordinary Providence 
bath conducted my Hand, without my Kino ked e, or a much better Hand 
hath added that fair Cy pher; ; whereupon becalfd again for Pen and Ink, and 
added a new Cypher, which made the ſame 5ao-Crowns. Now, ſaid be, to 
the poor M idom, go and receive all this Money, and pay your Cbamber- Rent 
in the firſt place; and ſee if you can provide ſome honeſt Match ta your 
Daughter, by giving her the Reſidue, that ſhe may not become a Whore. 


| Ty PAB. CXXXI. e © 21 asMepoion 
It may. "alſo ord this + Morality, That ſometimes Favour is ſhown where n 
good iz expected: For who would have looked for any good'at che Hands of 
a Serpent? Thus a barbarous Prince reftored King Lyſimuchus, after he had 


ded 6 2 
yielded Himſelf and Kingdom for want of Waters 'and 83 * 
eker ward eee a Four | wk | 46x pf ing 


te Sc he B. XXII 01 Wh Far 10 10 0 
ae l e ae e xcetical: Story of Hippamenes and At- 
lunga; for the cunning Man did out: wit th he 2 Maid, by throw- 
three Golden Appl CS Gala yh ſtepping a- 
1 take up, Sl ing i 99 ed ir were ie 
before him) yet his Policy, at laſt ef Fe de * in u 
fræueuit Curſorem extra view. Fug not befor ti: r 


Fas. che 1 
"Want eight hana besass an gave dwirabl yoo Counſ one 
day 


day in the Senate of Sparta in a very weighty matter, which concerned the 
honour of the State; but in regard he was a very profligate Perſon, it was 
adviſed that one of the graveſt of the Senators ſhould the next day-propoſe 
the ſame Expedient in other words, that it might not reflect any/ diſhonout 
on the State, that ſuch a vile Perſon (as the firſt ſuggeſter) had been ſo muofi 
regarded. f 2 thi | en 003 DSOTION Mo Bf: F891 _ 
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Here he might have mentioned the Exclamation of Lyſimachas that great 
King of Tharce, and one of the Captains of Alexander the Great; O! what an 
excellent Kingdom have I loſt for a little fleſhly Pleafure. This he ſpoke 
when being ſtraitned by a barbarous Prince, he was forced to yield himſelf 
with his whole Army, becauſe they were like to pine with "Thirſt where 
they were cooped in; no doubt the intrinfick Value of a Cup of Water is far 
below that of a Kingdom; yet as Neceſſity hath no Law, fo the Belly hath 
no Ears. WT: DT ION Mn Ha 

The Tragedy of Lino, Emperor of the Eaſt, may be termed a Parallel to 
this Fable, but with diſadvantage to the Imperial Husband, whoſe Wife cau- 
ſed him to be buried alive in one of his Fits of the Epilepſie, which befel him 
frequently by his exceſſive drinking; ſo. that his unnatural Spouſe ſuffered 
him to ſtarve; to death in his Sepulchre for want both of Meat and Drink; 
and tho? he cry d moſt ruthfully to be relieved from that dark Priſon, when 
he came to a ſenſe of himſelf; yet the Inhumane Hagg would not [permit 
it, that a younger and much handſomer Man might ſucceed him, both in his 


Bed and Throne; and that was Anaſtaſſus the principal Secretary of State. 
N 3 | I, 4 f ent 


S 


* | 9 2 f in ; by Hits. 

bas al bas! tc A B. SID, fig 4 bebe 

This Fable is grounded on à Fable, via. That Swans ſing, eſpecially be- 

fore their Death: But whoſoever deſires to ſee the Nullity of this common 

Vradition, let them conſult Dr. Bromn, in his Vulgar Error . 
eden t 1.7 J ES 0M 
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FAB. CLXIII. 

A generous Man is ſo far from inſulting over the miſerable, ſuppoſe he be 

a dead Enemy, that he is rather prone to water the Adverſary's Her/e with 
his I ears: Therefore I am apt to believe that Lacan, in his Poems was both 
Uncharitable and injurious to the great Ceſar, by inſinuating, it was for Joy 
2 aver. Pompey, the: great's Head, when it was preſented unto him; 
ulius Ceſar being one of the moſt clement: Princes that ever reigned. in this 
World, gives us reaſon to conclude, that the ſerious Conſideration of the 
ſudden fall of Pompey from ſo great Glory, into the Power of ſome baſe Slaves, 
did b abundance of Tegrs of real Grief from the Eyes of his Father: in- 
Law: Aud I find it one's the greateſt ReflxQions upon the Honour of his 
grand Nephew, Auguſtus Cefar that ht ſhould have cauſed the Head of Br. 
Rowe, ati laid at the Feet of his Uncle's Status, 'even after: 


(1 
£ WA T7. 


Mart Antom had "tae => is dead Body with his own Purple Garment! yet 
the ſame Aaguſtus wept very mach for the death of Murd Antomp (if we believe 


Plutarch) tho he had been more injurious to his Family, than ever Pompey had 
been to that of Julius. | 


But Antigonus of ¶Macedon · (he Son of King Demetrius ) was much more ge- 
nerous than Aagaſtus; for when that reſtleſs Spirit, Pzyrhas the Epirot, came 
1810 * to 


| Onthe FABLES of E SOP. 23 
to his fatal end at Argos, tho? he had once diſpoſſeſſed Antigen of his King- 
dom, and even at the time of his death was in War againſt him, yet When 
the Head of the famous Pyrrbus was preſented to him, he was ſo far from in- 
ſulting over a dead Enemy, that he ſharply rebuled ſome of his neareſt Rela- 
tions for their Inſolency, and, ordered both the Head and Body of his Enemy 
to be given to his Sor! Wat he might give his Father honourable Burial: Thus 
when Marcus Aurelius (ſirnamed the Philoſopher) heard that his Army had 
defeated the Enemy, and killed his Rival; and tho' he was apparently his 
Competitor for the Enemy, yet this meek and moſt clement Prince regretted 
unfeignedly, that they had not brought him alive unto. him, that he might 
have taſted of his Mercy : The beſt Parallel I find to this benign Diſpoſition, 
was that of the Royal Martyr King Charles E who had the ſame merciful 
Sentiments in reference to. The fate of the Hothams, as we may perceive from 
a Section of his incomparable Book, ſa entituld. | 


: 'But all the Roman Emperors were not ſo generous, as this Autigonus or 
Aurelius the Philoſopher, for long before his time Vitellius manifeſte 9 a great 
deal of Baſeneſs in his deportment in reference to the dead Soldiers of the de- 
feated Army of the Emperor 0:ho,whoſe unburied and naked Bodies he would 
needs ſee, and when it was told him that he would never be able to endure the. 
noiſom Stench of them (for they had been kill'd in the Plains of Lombardy oe 
fore Vetellius himſelf had croſſed the 4/ps) that vile Beaſt moſt ingeneroully 
anſwered, T hat there was nothing ſo ſavoury tb, him, as the ſmell of à dead Enemy 
bat eſpeciatly'of a Citizen; notwithſtanding his Rival-Otho had caſt him a 
much fairer-Copy ; for tho? he might eaſily have recruited again, yet he did 
voluntarily diſpatch himſelf, that he miglit obviate the Effuſion of any more 
Roman Blood, ſuppoſe it were wholly of his Enemy; But Septimius Severus 
neither learned tis Generoſity from Ot ho, nor Marcus Aurelius, tho they were 
both before him, ſor having politically given the Title of Ceſar to Albinus in 
the North, that he might not interrupt his Progreſs, againſt Peſcenius Niger, 


him, and of all his pretended great Reſentments ſor the ſhooting of him 
through the Arm; his dead Body being thrown out of the ES >: The 


Duke of ue walking in the Court, having viewed it With. Tor Lebe, 
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how his ows murdered Body would afterwards. be abuſed at x Bie not with 
ſtanding, the fafe Conduct he had from K. Hear III. and t tha. the infinire 
Wiſdom and Juſtice would make him read his Sin in his Ju eg nt, in that 
ſame Place where himſelf had firſt, contriv*d that execrable Maſlacre af Paris; 
ſo that they are the wiſeſt and beſt of Men, be they never © great, wfio in 
their Proſperity mind frequently and ſeriouſly that of the chief of the Roman 
Orators, Homp qui in Homine c witoſo miſericors eſt, meminit Sui: And that 
notable Diſtich 91 the Prince of the Latin Poet *, 


Meſtia Mens Flomnum Fats Sortiſe que  fatare, 
E Jer dur Modis Rebas \ſublars ſecundis 


F AB. CEXIS. | 

Here he might have told the ridiculous anſwer of chat vaunting Traveller, 
who pretended to have been in all the Cities of 1:4), and in Veniiè among the 
reft ; and being deſifed by one to give a e of the ſamous Church of 
St. Meth: Fhe —— — — That he had wo" * V _ no not 
one Ni but gallo = City at Night; ſo that ere t or 
Light, on had 7080 thro? all the — 5 and on gone a good way — | 
not conſidering that there, they need ten chouland Gondaloes to ferry them 
from one Ile to another. 


F AB. CLXX: 

The vain Curioſſey of Merrury minds me of Citero the famous Orator, whole 
V #nity may be ſaid ts have got pati paſſu with his Oratory, and tonſec 
it was great enough ; eſpecially NG the Diſappointment of the Conſpiracy 
of Cataline againſt the State, becauſe he had been Conſul then, and had md. 
faged that Affair pretty dextrouſly ; 1 dare fay he imagined there was never 
ſo wiſe nor i } 4 Pitter of Rome before, for would any ſuch ariſe. aftec 
him; foralmoſt in all:the Orations that he madde to the People, after that Ex 
ſoit, he fid not t6 harp upon that String, V/ ad Nauſtun; — oc 
was Tefal, being ſent Cue/tsf to Sicily, Whete he abode above a twel 
Month: In his rætufn thro? ah, before fi reached the City, herancounrred 
art old ac uairitahee 3 and almoſt the firſt Query he propoſed to him, w 
What Talk had Been at Rome concerning his Government in Srrajr Never 
doubting but that he ſhould inſtantly hear that all the Sanatur, all the Kyixdrs, 
aud Body of the People,” were frequently magnifying his wile Conduct, and 
great Archievernents ih that GY of Ris, But I believe there could nut 
an Ahiſwer imaginable be more mottifyi ng to 4 Man of ſo vain'a Temper, 
than the return — was made in thele words; Sir, (ſaid his Acquai 
vn hire preventel e for ot paying a to jou, theſe wwelve Months 
da, # your on 2 1 ARE): + this 110 e time n Hil _—_ 

Your . e. 0. | 


1. A dy r 


The aſi mentioned ſe frequently both 197 ide Gant and (Lb 
tin hee ine Witeh Che transforma” Men into Beaſts, by tlie 


touch of Her inchanting Rod, ought to be expoutided in that forhs ſens as 

eee Commerraxors intotprer the Diſaſter' ef 'Nebachadntzzir; for 

feat King Tt not his Shape (when he became obnoxious ro that piti- 

ful ful Biete Phe Phyſiciars term 75 1) but only his Understanding, in 
ima wc ham to be a Wolf; ſe Men, oh whom their btutiſh AL 

5 have a migtity a are juſtly ſaid to be — = 

eat 
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Beafts, tho they are ſtill two Legged eaſt, and only ſymbolize too much with 
the noted-predominant bad — of divers wild Creatures; and by the Mo- 
lj Iich Mrz gave to Des as an Antidote, or Counter- charm, ti All 
che Sorceries of Gyce, we may: underſtand the ſtrength of Neaſon and Divine 
Grace, which have ſufficient power (if ſufficiently improved) to ſubjugat all 
our extravagant Paſſions and exorbitant Afectious. 11 l Arai t In 
DAS $3 een b VDR31 st de ( 
03. 29781 1714: Feen CXEIVae bill Las Tune owe. 
. | i 1 
Here he might have pertinently celebrated the due praiſe of the Raman Con- 
ſul Fabriciur, who was — as to hate the Treaſon no leſs than the 
Traitor; for when the perſidious Phyſcian' of King Pyrrbus ſent a miſſive letter 
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to the Conſul, proffering to poyſon his Maſter for a certain ſumm of Money, 
notwithſtanding Pjrrhas had already prevatied much over the Romans (they 
being unacquainted with Elephants at that time) yet the noble Fabricius ſent 
the letter to Pyrrhis, and in the cover of it upbraided him, that he knew nei- 
ther his Friends nor his Enemies; for you may perceive (ſaid he) from the 
incloſed, that you are foſtering Snakes in your boſom, and know it not; 
whereas you have declared enmity. againſt thoſe who never did you any 
wrong: And as for Us Romans we judge it fit enough to kill a malicious Ene- 
my in the open Field, if he will not hearken unto Reaſon; but we look up- 
on it the height of baſeneſs to take away the Life of any Man by Treachery: 
Would to God all Princes (whether Iafidels or Chriſtians) were endued with 
ſuch true Generoſity: But we muſt know, that this was the Age, wherein the 
true Roman Gul lantry (I mean their excellency in all the four Cardinal Vir- 
tue s,) was in its axuy Or Zenith SK 2113 K a 

„ a a FAT αν 008 me. 166 ee Lt: 
lt would be tedious to the Reader to enumerate all the Examples of thoſe: 
unfortunate Princes, who have in a manner hatch'd Snakes to ſting themſelves 
to death: Thus the gigantick Tyrant Maximinus dealt with Alexander Severus, 
and Philip with the Emperor young Gordianus; and that villanous Father- 


in- law Arrius Aper with that excellently learned Prince Numerianus; fo that 


the Murderer was moſt deſervedly ſtabb d to death by Diocleſan; for He 
was the Boar meant by one of the Druides in France; and that, two or three 
Ages ago Charles the warlick (that reſtleſs Duke of Burgundy) nouriſhed 
fuch a Snake in his boſom, when he entertained in his Service that perfidious 
Lalian Coum, named Campo Baſſo: And who hath not heard that the Major 
Domo in France, overturned his Maſters Houſe, that the Merovingian Race 
might give place to the Carolovingian, which within two or three Ages be- 
came a preparative tothe Capætian Family: But whoſo deſires variety of In- 
ſtances to this purpoſe ; let them croſs the Mediterranean Sea to Africa, and 
there they will find many Snakes foſtered in their Maſters boſoms to their ut- 
ter ruin at laſt: Neither need we go ſo far back to the baſtard Jugurtha, who 
ruined the two Sons of his Uncle and adopted Father Hiempſall the King of 
Numidia; nor to look back ſo far as to the Caliphs of Higyptz for the Kings of 
Fez, and Morocco (without ſpeaking one word of the Mamalucs of FEgypr, 
who came after the Caliphs afford us abundance of Inſtances to this purpoſe, e- 
ven of thoſe that have ruined. their Foſter Fathers (with the whole Royal 
Family, under the pretence of Religion; I mean, that damnable Superſtition 
of Mahomet; to which that of the Poet Luoretius may both truly and perti- 
nently be applyed, Tantum Religio ponuit Juadere. malorum.' 
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They who are deſtitute of Children (I mean who had never any ) if they 


* 


4 


want the Comfort of them, ſodothey the Groſs 3 and its a moſh certain Fruth, 
that Children are uncertain Comforts, but certain; Bouller; it being very rars 
to find a numerous Iſſue without ſome: Viper (either among the Males or Fer 
males) who is ready to tear out the bowels of the Parents Content ment; and 
they who have many, and find no more but one ſuch, have great reaſon to 
bleſs Heaven for its for the greateſt of Saints recorded in H. Scripture, were 
not priviledged from that Croſs,” and ſome. of them had their patience exer- 
ciſed by more than ane Viper, whom they had foſtered in their boſoms, 28 i 
evident from the reſpective Hiſtories of Noab, Abraham, Iaac and: Faceb; | als 
Eli the High-Prieſt,” Sammel the Prophet, and David the Ning; the generali 
ty of the laſt three . undutiful both to their Heavenly and Eartbly GO 85 
for Grace goes not by Generation, hut by Re-generatioz ; ther q iſe it may be 
ſuppoſed that ſo Gnacioa Kings, Prieſts and Prapbets, have entailed 
ſome drams of Goodneſs upon their Ny. ONT Ie 13 

And that Domeſtical Crqſes are juſtly accounted amongſt the moſt an- 
guiſhing AﬀtiFions of this World, we may perceive from the Concern of 
one of the greateſt that ever reigned in it, and that was Aug, Ceſar, who 
enjoyed all the Coxrforts of this Life in great abundance, yet he was ſo affe- 
Qed with the ſnameleſs Proftitution of his Daughter Julia, and her no leſs li- 
bidinous Brats, that the great Emperor often wiſhed, either he had never Mar- 
ried, or never Begotten Children, yea He would not term them his legitimate 
I ue, but the Impoſtumes of his Body; or Tres Vawicys, and tris Carcinomata : 
Marcus Aurelius was as moral a Prince as ever fate upon the Roman Throne, 
and having but one Son (who was that naughty Commoclus) the Father de- 
clared on his Death-bed, That He ſhould have dyed a happy Man, if he 
had not begotten ſuch a Phaeton to the Roman Empire. Lewis the Godly, 
the firſt of that Name, who was King of France, and 1p 1 of Germany, 
had very ungodly Children, who often rebelled againſt their Lord and Fa- 
ther; ſo had Henry the II. of Exgland, undoubtedly a gallant Man, tho ne- 
ver honoured with the Epithet of Pious, for he dyed Curſing all his Male 
Children; and there was a viſible Curſe followed them even in this Life, 
which is the uſual fate of a ſtubborn and perverſe Progeny, whether their 
Parents Curſe them or not; for either they die young, ond in the 
fifth Precept of the Decalogue) or if they enjoy a longer Life, they live in 


great miſery, and die at laſt of a loathſome Diſeaſe. 
Some good Men have ſometimes found reaſon to bleſs God as cordially 
for their Diſappointments, as for their Enjoy ments, becauſe He hears them in 
mercy; when He ſrems not to hear them; as he hears the wicked in wrath 
when their deſires are granted: For there have been many in the World who 
have been neceſſitated to unwiſh a Thing more fervently than they formerly 
defired it; that Cavetau King of .Phrygia, is a notable Eublem of this, tho 
it is but a Poeti cal or Rumramtick Story: For if the fooliſh Miſb of Midas had 
not been ſeaſonable retrived, he would ſhortly have dyed of mere hunger, for 
all His Meat and Drink became Gold; and for all the talking of Aurum Potehile; 
- take it to be a much better Cordial in the Nurſe than in the Stowach. - but it's 
the fate of ſome unhappy Creatures, to reſemble Semele, the Mother of Bacchus, 
even to be conſumd in the firſt inſtant of the fruition of their raſh and incon- 
fiderate deſires. * FAB. 
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melee A. Caudie; BUELS'A 3 
reaſon to complain that the Þa nor the At- 
tendders e circumſpęctiæ they, ought Order 
neithen Excentricks: U oughly. 
nant to the moſt approved Rules of Art ; ang. > theaus 
choxity ofiche great Hipppargtes43n.th rſt Aph e 
ita ſe carparare abs, «.;eſt,5 ſed er 
G aſtamsa, &. quæ forat incidunt, Rut the at g all theſe Excu- 


ſes is the unſeaſonable Call of thei Da@or +, for the belt Phra. under Hea- 


ven, is but the Miniſter; of Nature, ſp that when the natural ſtrength is quite 
gone, all attempts to reſtore. it are in vain, without a a e o 


chat the Doctor (who, conſults his on reputation) ought not in ſuch a caſe 
to! let the Patient be never ſo wealthy, unleſs it be to aleviate the great 
pain, ofthe dying Perſon: and to preſerve a man froma tormenting death, is 
undoubtedly a very good Offce, and, worthy! of a great Honorarium. Now 


the Diſegſe; let him in all e truſt his own eyes above all 
athers, both in the compaſitian and app 


coction, ſo the Attenders may be. guilty, of great miſtakes in the application, e- 


Pecially in the matter of 'Cathartits-and Phlebotomy zi for I have known ſome 
weak Patiente purged to death, by a double or triple-Doſe above that which 
ſkould have been given: as alſo ſome raſn Surgeons to ſend their Patients out 
of the warld by drawing too much of their blood; in it: for example, in the 
beginning of an Hectick Fever, when the vigour of Nature is no ways decayed, 
its fit to eyacuate ſo much Blood, as may ſenſibly abate their preter-natural 
Heat and Drought, but if an inconſiderate Surgeon draw no leſs than is uſually 
due in a Plenriſy; He will hurry the Patient the more ſpeedily. to his Grave 3 
In fine, ſince there be ſome Specificks, the due proportion whereof is confined 
ta ſome few Grains, let the Doctor truſt no other hand with the Scales than 
his own, for I knew an ignorant Empirick who gave ſuch a prodigious quan- 
tity of Laudanum to a poor frantick Moman, as might have killed an Horſ 5 
and would undoubtedly have cauſed the Patient (in lieu of four days) to fleep 
to the ſounding of thelaſt Trumpet, unleſs that Drugg had been found to be 
very old and corrupt in the Apothecarzes Pot, whereby it had loſt much of the 
natural vertue of a Paregoric; for in lieu of ſix Grains (hich is the | maſt 
ſhould be given at once, even to a Frantick Perſon) he had given her no leſs 
that Thirty Gx. 1:0 1651 an. b::54 of r 

F AB. CCM. 


Ibis Vulture is a lively Expblem of a Lycaon, a Buſiris, a Polyphemus, and of 
the old Inhabitants of Taurica ¶ henſaneſus; all which: Were ſo inhumad as to 
murder their Gueſts; a good man ho is naturally apt to believe proteſtations 
and ſemblable practices of kindneſs (credulitycheing thie great imperfection 
of honeſt hearts) is no doubt brought into a great ſtraĩt (as our Authour 
hath well obſerved) when ſuſpicious of the diſhoneſty of his friend are 10g: 

| ES geſte 


D 


D. 
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geſted to him, Yet great Souls have 1 it inconſiſtent with true generoſity 


to diſtruſt their old Friends, and it framed well with ſome of them. Thus A- 


lexander the Great (as Quintus Curtius informs at large) being ad vertiſed byhis 


eldeſt Captain Parmenio, that his principal Phſician had been bribed by D- 
rius Codomannys with a very great Sum of Money, to poyſon his Royal Ma- 
er, the firſt time he gave him any Phyſcetʒ yet Alexander took the Media ihal 


Potion with the one hand, and gave his Phyſician the ſaid Line with theo- 
ther to read, and in the mean time drunk the Potion to the bottom; ſuch was 


the confidence of this Royal Patient, neither did his Truſtee diſappemt him. 
A parallel to this great Confidence we find long afterwards in the Emperour 


Trajan, who being informed by ſome that his old Friend, a Roman Senator, 
had a defign upon his Life, he went the next day to the Senator's Houſe'pri- 
vately, without any of his Guards, and told him that he was come to ſup 
with him: but before Supper ng the Emperonr to his Friend) I maſt make 
arber ; and having come home very late, he 


uſe of your Bath and of your | | 
called for thoſe Informers ; now (faid he) you may perceive that you are 
all guilty of a calumnious Accuſation, for if my old Friend had any deſign up- 
on my Life, he had never a better opportunity than was afforded him this day, 


for by his Slaves he might have ſmothered me in the Bath, by his Barber he 
might have cut my Throat, or by his Cook he might have poiſoned me; ſo 
that, T having returned ſafe and found, ye may perceive the falſhood of your 
information. But the famous Dion (who was the principal Actor in driving 


Dionyſus the younger from his Tyrannical neſt at Syracuſe) ruined himſelf 


with his too great confidence in Calippus the Athenian, whom he- truſted a- 


bove all the world; and being informed by his neareſt Relations ( and that 
again and again) that Calippus had a deſign upon his Life, yet he ſtill anſwer- 
ed them that he would rather chooſe to die a thouſand deaths, than to diſtruſt 
his old Friends; he was, L confeſs, the more inveigled by the many Tears and 
Oaths of Calippus to perſevere in his former truſt and good opinion of his 
Friend; yet notwithſtanding of theſe reiterated Proteſtations , that old trea- 
cherous Villain (when he found opportunity) diſpatched that brave and 
good man, in hopes to obtain the Principality of Syracuſe to himſelf , but in 
this he was not only diſappointed, but ſhortly afterwardsjuſtly killed with that 
ſame dagger wherewith Dion had received his mortal wound; as is reported 
by Plutarch in the Hiſtory of his Life. 

| FAB. CCXIII, CC XIV. | | 

The Crom thinks her own Iſſue faireſt, is an old Proverb ; which the Com- 
mentator doth well extend not only to the Fruit of the Body, but alſo to: the 
productions of the Brain; it being very obſervable that all the Pretenders to 
thoſe Faculties which depend moſtly on the Imagination, ſuch as Poeſy, Mu- 
ſock, and the Art of Limning, or Painting, be they never ſo great Bunglers at 
them, they imagine themſelves to be excellent; ſo did Dionyſius the old H- 
rant of Syracuſe, as to Poeſy, tho he was the worſt at it that ever did it, for 
who knows not the bantering of that rigid Philoſopher, Carry me back again 


to the Quarries, as ſoon as he heard him read but a line or two of a new 


Poem he had made, and believed it to be much better than the former which 


the Philoſopber had derided; and, I dare ſay, that pitiful Scorch Rymer Zacha- 


Z e thought himſelf as good at the Poetical Trade, as ever his Country- man 
chanan Was deemed to be, tho the one was as good as could be found in any 
Nation (if we believe the famous J7oſ. Scaliger) and without breach either of 
Truth or Charity, it may be ſaid that a worſe could not be found any where 
than was the other, © 1 e Tyr ©: 


For 


3 
8 
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Tor all Neros divine Voice (as his paraſites term'd it) with his incomparas 
ble dexterity in handling the Lute (as his Sycophants alſo ſoothed him) and 
his Quantus Artifex pereo (which were the laſt words he ſpoke in this World.) 
Yer if he had been as poor as ſome Fidlers are, dare ſay; he would have earn- 
ed leſs daily Wages than ſome of them have done; and it's very poſſible, that 
Veſpaſcan (afterwards Emperor) would have heard them more placidly than 
he did his Lord and Maſter in the Amphitheatre at Rome, for it had almoſt 
coft him his Life; becauſe that Divine Voice, forſooth, had not preſerved 
him from ſleeping. A Scythian Prince was juſtly deem'd a beaſtly Dunce, fot 
preferring the Nezghing of his own Horſe, to the raviſhing Muſick of the famous 
Myfectan, Iſmenius: But if Nero had been the Competitor, it's very probable, 
he ſhould neither have been term'd a Brute nor a Blockhead. 2. ee 
Paulus Jovius tells us, That it was one of the great Divertiſements of Leo X. 
to call for the worſt of Poets, of Muſiciant, and Painters, that were to be 
found in all Italy, and to make them believe, that they excelled all the 
World in their reſpective Profeſſions ; which did ſo effectually ſend their 
Witte a Wool-gathering, that ſome of them became perfectly mad. Neither 
needed the Pope pretend the Infallible- Chair, to perſwade them to thoſe wild 
Fancies, for their own vain Imaginations, with that large natural Doſe of 
Self-Love, did eaſily unhinge all the little Wit they were Maſters of. 


IS FAB. CCXVIII. | 
This Fable minds me of the Gallant Sertorius, who was marching to Spain 


in great haſte to make good the remainders of Marizs's party againſt Syla that 


cruel DiFator , being ſtopped in his way by ſome barbarous Natives 
that inhabited the Straits and Faſtneſſes of the Pyrenean Mountains, who 
ſent him word that he behoved, either to fight for his paſſage, or pay them 
a conſiderable ſumm of Money ; he did chooſe rather for ſpeeds ſake, to let 
them have the Money; whereat ſome of his Captains being highly offended, 
as if it were a great diſparagement to the noble Romans to buy their Peace of 
Barbarians, and to become as it were Tribatary to them: Hold your peace 


— 


(faid Sertorius) for T have only bought Time- 


3 | | FAB. CCxXIII. 1: 340 £2 1 

The beſt Moral (as I ſuppoſe) of the Fable of the n and Winds ſtriv- 
ing fora Traveller's Cloak ; is briefly this, That Proſperity is a much greater 
temptation than Adverfity: This Moraliſts make appear, by comparing. the 
proper Vertues of both States together: But on this we have not time to inſiſt. 


bog tags + FAB. CCXXVIL- rfl ace Ad a6 
Alexander the Great's holding his Head a little awry, and Pompey. the 
Greats ſcratching his Head with his little Finger, became Patterns of Imitation 
to their paraſitical followers: But if they had been mean Men, I believe they 
would have been derided for their effeminate Affectation. 
We 4! OA S002 - m3d3031 1013803 nig yng 1 
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This Fable, with ſome amplification; | was told by the Emperor He- 
derick III. (as Philip de Comines tells us) to the Ambaſſadors of Lewis XI. 
of France, when in their Maſter's Name, they promiſed That (the Emperor 
and He joining their Forces againſt Charles the Hardy, that great D. of Nurgun- 
dy) they might divide all his Dominions betwixt them: for he makes the 
Ca | H | Fellow 
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Fellow ſay, that the Bear whiſpered: in his Ear, Beware of dividing or ſelling 
the Bear's Skin ſo long as he is alive and hath it on his Back: Let I believe, if 
the Emperor had been perſwaded to engage, he would have had his recourſe 
at laſt to his old Motto, Rerum irrecuperabil ium aptinrum remoclium eſt Obliow. 


A Satyrical Poet (being picqued at the wiſe and vertuous Ph;lofopher, Socrates) 
Acted a Comedy before the People of Athens , wherein he ſo palpably derided 
Socrates, that all who were preſent knew that the Invectives were levelrd a- 

ainſt him; but he was no whit abaſhed, and laughing as heartily as the reſt, 
aid, he was very glad to have given occaſion to the People of Athens, to be- 
come ſo jovial and merry, as he perceived them tobe. 


FAB. 230, 231, 232, 233- | 


Plutarch reports of Timotheus, the Athenians General, that being ſent abroad 
by the State, upon ſome Expedition, he having proſpered well in his Attempts, 
he arrogated the praiſe of all to his own good Conduct, or to uſe the Scripture 
phraſe, He ſacrificed to his own Net, and burnt Incenſe to his own Dragg, mean- 
ing, of thoſe who give not the praiſe to GOD, but impute all their good ſuc- 
cels to their own wit and virtue, yea, to their own merit; for Timotheus, in 
his giving the People an account (at his return) of his 8 Attempts 
againſt the Enemy, ſtill ſubjoin d to every period, In this, Fortune had no 
part; but as that wiſe Hiſtorian well obſerves, He never proſpered one Hour 
after that moſt inſolent Oration; but decay d palpably, both in his Reputation 
and Action; and tho Sella, the Roar Dictator was a proud and bloody Man; 
yet Plutarch commends him for aſſuming the Epithet of Felix Scylla, rather 
than any other, whereby he aſcribed his Happineſs (faith the Hiſtorian) ra- 
ther to the Gods, than to his own merit. he ppl 2105 


FAB. CCxxv. 


M ilo (another Sampſon among the Pagans.) met with his match betwixt 
the branches of a ſturdy Oak, which ſo overmatch'd him, that he was ſtarved to 
death in the place; but the Story being ſo well known, Iſhall not inſiſt upon it. 


| FAB. CCXLL ACRES. 
My Lord Montargne in his Eſays, hath another Story of a young Gentle- 
woman in Gaſcony, that was ſo much inclined to this infamous Vice, that the 
Father turn d out of doors that naughty Girl, as a diſgrace to his Family, ſo 
that ſhe was conſtrained to betake herſelf to Service, but the Father and only 
Brother dying at laſt; ſhe became the Inhetetrix of a great Eſtate, and got a 
competent Match on that account, without ſtealing of her; buteven then ſhe 
could not forbear her old trade, to which ſhe was ſo ſtronꝑly inclined by Na- 
ture, and a vicious Habit, that ſhe would entreat her own Servants, to lock up 
out of her ſight, any thing that did belong to them; telling them plainly, that 
ſhe could not forbear from putting their effects into her Coffers, not for the 
value of the thing, but for the Love of Theeuinng. . 
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Pyth;zs,/ that rich Lydier Printe (even he who entertain'd that namerous 


Army of Xerxes for the ſpaceof three days upon free coſt; for which he was 


very 


On the FABLES! of E S0 P. 31 
very ill rewarded by that Tyrant in the end) was documented into ſome ſo- 
briety in his great Thirſt Her Gold; by the wiſdom of his Wife; for having 
found out a Gold Mine in his own-Terfitoties;he ſo conſtaritly Einplayddadi 
the Inhabitants of his Dominion in digging thereof, that the Land remained 
uncultivated, and a great Famine produced among them; at laſt having gone 

from home, his Wife cauſed a Kilful Ati to make the Effgies of the moſt 
excellent Diſhes of meat in pure Gold, which being preſented to him at his 


return, the ſight at firſt pleaſed him very well, but having called for. ſome 


meat, his witty Wife, cauſed preſently another courſe of golden Viands; what, 
ſaid the hungry Husband, do you mind to ſtarve me with a Necrawancers 
feaſt? Ay, {aid the Wife, you muſt content your ſelf with what your Land 
produceth, for you and your Tenants, tho fore. againſt their wills, have la- 
boured for nothing elſe theſe divers years paſt, but for this _ . 
and now ſee if you can fill your hungry Belly with Kit 


F A B. CCxl III. 0 
This minds me of the ſmart Reflection of that famous Sir — More up- 


on his Lady (as is told by Sir Francis Bacon in his Apoibegut) who having 


prayed frequently for a nale Child, at laſt ſhe got one; but, Whether chro 
natural Infirmity, or too great maternal Indulgence, I know not, when he 
came to the ſtature of a Man, he was a Dwarf in his Underſtanding : There» 
fore her Husband uſed to fay to her, You 1288 long for Py and yo will 
find him a Boy fo long as he liveth. - * 


; F A B. ccxlx. a 

This minds me of the Cannibal; in the Caribee Wands, wh fed their cap- 
tivated Enemies delicioufly, and moſt plentifully, but it was only to fatten 
them for the Shatnbles ; and thus proſperous Villariy is but a fatning of them 
like a fed Ox for the ſlaughiter; or if we transferr the Moral to ſome Court 
Won the Poet hath given us their Deſtiny i in few words, 


— Tollintir i in Altum 
D Layſu graviore rant. e i 


FAB. CCLIE. 

Thais i 1s a Story to the ſame purp 55 and uttered (upon duch an occaſion) 
by that Prince of Greek Orators, | ofthents, r when the People were not 
attentive to a very ſerious matter 1 he 5250 inſiſting upon, one day in 
his Oration, he told them the Story of the Cofiteſt betwixt a nan who'had 
hired an Aſs to ride a journey, and the Owner thereof, who” would alfo be 
paid for the benefit of the s Shadow, which the Rider made uſe of, When 
he was ſcorch d with the heat of the Meridian Sun, and all this hot Debate, 
ſaid the Orator, was about the ſhadow of an Af and with that _ Petibic 
he TE the inadvertent Mob to due attention. | a 
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outvyed this Mouſe:in contentment, even in the change of places: That Na- 
tive of Angola, who deſpiſed all the Ornaments of England, inreſpeRiof that 
Garbage of Beaſts, uſually worn by his Country-men, as the fole Ornament of 
their Bodies, is another Inſtance to this ſame purpoſe : yet it ſtill remains a 
true Maxim, Omme ſolum Forts eſt patria. ' 8 5 { Hh 
A: 102419185 NC 

It is well obſerved by P. Heylen in his Coſmography, that the Meſopotamians 
were always Adjunctives, but never Subſtantives, ſave once when GOD raiſed 
them up to be a plague (and the firſt forreign Scourge too) unto his own in- 
grateful People in the Land of Canaan: The Metaphor is proper enough to the 

ſe;tho' ſomewhat pedantick, for they were frequently overrun and overcome 

by the Perſtans, the Romans, the Saracens, the Turks and Tartars ; by all theſe 
and from all theſe they have been conquered and reconquered; the Natives as 
it were ſitting ſtill like SpeFators beholding the Gladiators in the Amphitheatre, 
and little concerned what fide had the better, becauſe they were ſure to become 
Slaves in the end, whoever were Maſters; and that the Aſs could not bear a 
greater burden then had been formerly laid upon him: ſuch was the cafe of 
their Neigboursthe Syrians, frequently and eaſily ſubdued by other Nations, 
but eſpecially by the Selucidæ in Aſia, and the Ptolomees in Egypt; for no ſooner 
did any of thoſe reſpective Princes advance towards them with an Army, but 
up flew all the Gates of their Cities, to welcome the new Comer, rather than 
the new Conquerour ʒ or if it may be in propriety of ſpeech called a new con- 
queſt, ſure it had not Age to become old; for it may be within a Month or 
leſs, the other party totally prevailed, without any oppoſition made by the in- 
habitants, who ſet their mind at reſt to be Aſes and Slaves ſtill, whoever pre- 
vailed. As for Egypt, ſince the days of their Pharaohs, the Perſians,the Greeks, 
the Romans. the Saracens, the Turks, the Mamalucs and Turks again, made an 
eaſie pray of thoſe tame Slaves, who from the time of Ham and Mizraim have 
been inured to bear Burdens: and for the fame reaſon the fertile Ille of Sicily 
(not to ſpeak of their many inteſtine Hrants, or of Pyrrbus the Epirot) was 
frequently overrun by theGreeks,the Carthaginians, the Romans, the French, 
and the Spariard : And hoy eaſily (upon the ſame account) was the Kingdom 
of Naples with the Dutchy of Millan, taken and retaken by the French and 
Spaniard, is well known to thoſe who are not ſtrangers to the Hiſtories of the 
two preceeding Ages. | | nant 
ö . FAB. CCLXX. 


There be many reſtleſs and impudent Souls (like this Fly in the Fable) who 
are buſie Bodies in other mens matters, but ſupinely negligent in their own; 
yet have the vanity. to arrogate that to themſelves, wherein they had neither 
head nor hand (I mean Deliberation and Execution) ſuch an imaginary prag- 
matical Fly, was at Florence in the time of the famous Coſmo the D. thereof 
who coming one day after Dinner tothe Palace of this Prince of the. Houſe, 
of Medicis, upon ſome pretended haſty buſineſs, he found this renowned Po- 
tentate lying upon the top of a Bed O!] ſaid this pragmatical Animal, Who 
would think that the great Wit of Italy would be found in Bed this Time 
of Da, when other Men are walking in the Streets about their Buſineſs; Away, 
ſaid the D. yqu Fool, I can do more here in half an Hour, than ycu can do 
in half an Tear: for all your traverſing the Streets of the City both Day and 
Night; for the CharaFer of the Echo doth fitly belong to ſuch as you, 
Vox eſt, prætereaque nihil; There be alſo many ſuch Conrt-Flys, even 
vain and empty Mizions (Miziſters rather of [Pleaſure than of State) that im. 
pute all the proſperous State Politicks to their own wiſe Suggeſtions, and 
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that Doctrine of Demons: (foretold by $t.| Paul, 1 Tim. 4. at the beginning) 
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practical Errors, that Defiance be given to nme in the World, 
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_ Nei ich r need we * the geas for another Example of this nature, ſince 
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vantage of him in point et, Knowledge) but if this Henry had out- lived his mad 
Father- in- law for ſome Years, its y probable, that he would have ſecured 
the Eugliſh intereſt in France moſt rationally, ſo that they ſhould not n 

ur Ke _ but aſo , Ne to e 5 5 5 uber 
B Ei C20 13531 ACTS 80 . Xn i! i 2008 
Olo. Wd : : Tn FAR. OCCIXX VI C3: 3 of 1 11e T3fgt 
Here he had 5 ir er. have mentioned cht mot wiadable es of 
Heurgur, hich Ordained all ung Men' to'Reverence and give Place to Old 
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ſind an excellent Inſtance in Plutarch, of à decrepit Old Man (witly'aJong gray 
Beard) who neither liv d nor was bora in the-Lucedehrdiviar Territories, yet 
having the curioſity to ſee the Olympick Games (which wet celebrated every 
fifth Year in Greece) coming behind Time, when he approached the ſtations 
wt the 3 the Beotians, the Cihan, the Argives, the Arcadians, 
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—_ might have been mentioned the. ſtrangę int rogation. of Pape Juli 
th to a Cardina ; this Pope as ſoog 9. wege the Gre gue, gave 

n-conformaty to an inveteratocuſiom). his 0 \Ryd He ta a Mirion of his 
own,. who. was ſo far from having the leaſt. tincfurg of any; L her al Art, that 
e wasa diſgrace to human nature; if it be true what recorded. of himza © 
ral: yelao- had been intimate Wirk this Pope; haforg hys,advancement to the 
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ſo that it is moſt juſt with Providence to reduce ſuch fooliſh voluptuous Brutes 
into ſuch a ſtarving condition us tobe glad ofth hich did ſome- 
times fall from their own fuperfiuous Pa Ne "8 Senn 
iN BTI ο Nö eh wha T9) 4 


Vu. d F AB N Wi n 


There are too men Rai Oteatures d the ee ee babe the Hedg- 
Hogg „ 1 rolls it ſelf iw is om lot Dope, andetürns out its Briſle, 
to 


——ä—mZ— é — 


— —— — ů ͥ il-ÄZ ̃ĩ—ldlſ ũ —[— —ͤ —2 2 


— — — 


—— — 


* 
2 
— 


— 


. R — ang 
——— —ͤuF 53 


e 1 W ot 83 . * 
S mr Ü ATT... nnr 


"ad < 6 
— * — * 
„ Nr r err 


- — — — 


— — — FE 8 
— wöWͤ—k[— d0 8 — 2 4 
n 2 
9 2 
* 


1 . 
22 wy 
— — — 


| 
** 
| 


— ng ; 2 
#2 - Ch 
, TA a4 * + ; 3 : FR 
1 | 4 4 5 q T Fi ) 
" , 1 *.4 % - « 0 L 4 14 


to all the world beſide: like to that fat Abbot in the days of Heurj VIII. Ra 
England, who hearing his Monks lamenting that they were about to be ro 

bed both of their Subſiſtence and Religion by that Tyrannical Prince 3 The 
ſelfiſh Abbot ſtroaked down his own fat belly and over- grown paunch, then 
ſubjoyned Modo bia ſit bene; i. e. providing it farediwell with his on ſenſual 
Appetite, he cared not whether Religion did fink; or ſwim: for the Reader 
muſt know that he had received aſſurance of a large Penſion during his own 
Life, therefore he was the leſs concerned for the livelyhoods of others. 
2205 eb ee | git YO 10003 Situ . 
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Fox in his voluminous Martyrology, tells of a Blacſenith in Eugland, who 
in the days of Edward VI. was very zealous in promoting the Reformation; 
and having been inſtrumental in proſeiyring a young man to the Reformed 
Religion; the ſaid youth being haled to Priſon in the days of Queen Mary, 
he wondered when be heard that his Ghoſtly Father was ſtill working at liber- 
ty in his Forge z Therefore he ſent and expoſtulated with him 3 why he was 
not become 4 Confeſſor in expectation of that glorious Crown of Martyrdom ; 
to whom he returned this unchriſtian Anſwer, That himſelf Wat as fincere a 
Proteſtant as ever, but that he could not burn; yet he, who would not. wil- 
lingly ſaffer for the Truth, was ſhortly after burnt alive againſt his will, and 
that in his own Houſe, none knowing how that fire was kindled.” 


FAB. C CX. 
Here we have an expreſſion of the Judicious Comment ator; That, It's In- 
pious for any man to call foi death in earneſt : which indefinite Propoſition as e. 
quivalent to an univerſe Tee unleſs I ſhould condemn S. Paul o 
impiety, wheti he fad, I Acre to be Aſſolvecl and to be with Chriſt, which i 
belt of all: neither find I afiy man blaming Epiphanius (a zealous Primitive 
Father) for ſaying frequently that he was long ago weary of the Fable of 
this world, and no doubt Whoſoever is weary of a heavy burden, he deſires 
to be rid of it ; far leſs do we find any reprehending, S. Auguſtine, who when 
he heard that Genſerick, with his Vandalls, was deſigning to lay ſiege to Hippo 
(his Epi coal See) prayed eatneſtly to the LORD of Hoſts, that either he 90414 
not ſuffer that Arrian Senucberib to' raiſe a Bank againſt his City; or ſecond- 
ly, that the Enemy ſhould not prevail oer it; or thirdly, that GOD would 
be pleaſed to cloſe his Eyes that he might not ſee the great Calamities that 
were coming upon his People. Now the Almighty having ane granted 
the laſt Petition, we have good reaſon to \conclude, that his Prayer was not 
in any part of it diſpleaſing: neither find I any taxing that excellent Chriſtian 
Philoſopher and Poet, named Boethins Severinus, for wiſhing frequently (in 
imitation of Job) 10 be id of arr evil, world declaring that he had death in de- 
fre, and liſt but in patience: Tea, in that notable little Treatiſe, De Conſolatione 
Philoſophe, he very plainly inſinuates, that Death was diſtaſtful unto him when 
he enjoyed his liberty and honour in the Court of Nome; but regrets that it 
fled from him iti his Priſon at Pauia, tho he had called for it — than once, 
as we may perceive from the firſt Sanz, of his excellent Verſes 


110. 
tl 91 


— 
2 E 


nao; Rehn det bro oor blot this i om iii of 
Mors hominum felix que nec fe dulcibut anni: 
Inſerit, & meſtis:ſ#pe vocata miei! 

Dum levibus malefida bonis Fortuna faveret 

Pene caput triſtis mors erat hora meum; 
11 9 ' - Nunc quia fallacem mutavit nubila vnltum, 001 n Sil 
do 2! Protrahit ingratas impia vita mara i e Haid . 
* I never 


On the FABLES of KSO FH. 37 
I never found any judicious Caſuiſt condemning of Lupiety, any ſincere Chris 
lian for praying frequently and ſeriouſſy for Death (yet always with a due 
ſubmiſſion to the Vill of GOD) that he might be totaliy and finally put with- 
out the reach of /in and temptation to ſin; eſpecially thoſe Fede Tentationes 
(as Divines call them) which for many Years have been forted in upon them 
by the Devil like to tlaſhes of Lightning violently and ſuddenly : for ſuch a 
Prayer is equivalent to that Lamentation of St. Paul, Ah wretched creature that 
T am, who ſhall deliver me from the body of this death! This notable Expreſſion 
implying a vehement deſire after a preſent communion with Chriſt, which he 
knew would not be enjoyed fo long as there was any remainder of ſin or cor- 
ruption in the Soul. Yea, when a true Chriſtian from a long and fad Experience 
hath ground to compare his own leprous Soul to ſome leprous Houſes under 
the Law, which could never be throughly cleanſed till they were pulled down 
and to conclude, that till the clay tabernacle of the body be diſſolved, that he 
. fears he ſhall never be throughly cleanſed from that ſpiritual leproſy of Sin 
and Corruption; I am ſo far tromapprehending that a Prayer (meerly on ſuch 
an account) is diſpleaſing to GOD, that on the contrary, it is very acceptable 
to Heaven, becauſe its motives directly aim at the Glory of God. | 
But finally, I readily grant, that to pray for Death ſeriouſly, only to be 
rid of Miſery, is not acceptable to GOD, becauſe it proceeds uſually from 
thoſe, who would keep Heaven only as a reſerve , that they may enjoy its Felici- 
ties, when all worldly Happineſs is gone; this is in effect nothing elſe but an 
efflux of a diſcontented Mind with the Providence of GOD, becauſe the Sun 
of Proſperity hath ceaſed to ſhine upon their Earthly Tabernacle. Yet when a 
good Mar (in conjunction with the former ſpiritual Motives) is prompted 
by vehement Arthritical or Nephritical pains to wiſh for Death, I cannot con- 
demn ſuch a Prayer, ſince the Almighty hath commanded us to call upon him 
in the day of trouble, which (in my weak Judgment) imports not only to 
Pray for the Divine Aſſiſtance to ſupport and comfort us, and for a propor- 
tionable meaſure of Patience; but alto that it would pleaſe GOD (in his own 
good time) either to take the burthenaway from us, or to take us away from 
the burthen : There was a good and a learned Man,one of our own Country, 
who being pitifully tormented with the torturing fits of the Gravell (whereof 
he at laſt died) it was his ordinary Petition in every Paroxiſm of that for- 
midable Diſtemper, LO RD, take out this folly Life of mine, that the better Life 
of GO D may enter in! Whereat all oF Chriſtians were ſo far from tak- 
ing Scandal, that they firmly believed, he dyed. in the Fear and Favour of 
G0 D. | fg 
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That bad Event of the diſcontented wiſh of the fooliſh Aſs, was juſtly ap- 
plyed by Cyzeas (that wiſe and faithful Counſellor of Pyrrbas K. of the Epi- 
rote) tothe reſtleſs Spirit of his Maſters for neas being againſt his Attempt up- 
on the Romans, when he ſaw the King would not be diſſwaded, becauſe he 
thought it a work of Charity to aſſiſt the oppreſſed Taremtires : Then ſaid the 
Servant, if the Gods proſper you, I hope you will then be at reſt; No, reply'd 
the Maſter, if it be my good fortune to overcome the valiant Rowars, I will 
eaſily become Maſter of all Italy, and cannot fail to ſubdue the adjacent Iſle, 1 
mean Sicily, which hath been always famous for itsfertility, but never for pro- 
ducing Men of Courage: Well ſaid Oneas, what next? Then, faid he, I will 
make an attempt on the rich Carthaginiars, who already command much more 
of Africa, than doth exceed by many Millions the dimenſion of theirold One 


Hyde and from thence will turn towards the Eaſt, and take poſſeſſion of that 
| | _ plentiful 
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plentifub Country of Agypt,which-had never yet any great plenty of martial 
Spirits ;, then Lwill turn my conquering Arms G the luxurious Afeatichs, 
and I hope alſo to make all the Nations of the Greeks have as great deference 
for me and dependence npon me, as ever they had on Phillip of Macedon, or 
his Son Alexander the Great. The Sage Councellor heard this vain Bragga- 
docio with great Patience: Then he ſaid to him, You will have extraordina- 
ry good -· luck if all thoſe great Deſigns of yours take effect, as you have pro- 
jected, for I perceive you graſp no leſs in your Imagination, than the ſlavery 
of all the Civilized and Barbarous Nations in the World, yet the Gods alone 
know whether your Projections ſhall be proſperous, or diſaſterous; But let 
us ſuppoſe You ſuch a Favourite of Heaven, as that good Fortune (hall (till ac- 
company You, till Lou have obtained a ſpeedy Accompliſhment of all your 
Deſires and Deſigns: What will Lou do then? Then ſaid Pyrrhus, We ll eat 
and drink, and make merry with our Friends; Alaſs (good Sir) rejoined 
neas, why may you not do that juſt now, without troubling Your ſelf and 
the World ſo much, as You purpoſe to do? for your ancient Kingdom of Ey;- 
ri may furniſh You abundantly with all Delicacies for your Table, and I will 
allure You of Friends enough to fhare with You 1n that Abundance, and to 
bear You conſtant Company in all your jovial -Humours. But little was this 
vain ambitious Soul dreaming that not long afterwards, he ſhould fee (even 
before he had fully Conquered any of theſe Nations) a Bull and a Wolf tight- 
ing together (which-was given as a Prognoſtick of his approaching Death by. 
the Oracle) for when he ſaw the Efrgies of thoſe Animals (I mean their Sta- 
tues in Braſs) in a fighting poſture upon the Market-place of Argos, this great 
Soul utterly diſponded ; yea, the Prediction was ſo nigh the fulfilling, that this 
Maſculine Spirit was killed that very day by the feeble Hands of a Womar. 


There is an old Maxim, Hell is full of the Ingrateful; and no doubt, ſo is 


P 71 

"GX 12. [ p 
s ww * 5 & <« PJIF& 5 4 

+; of 3 


A [ 
F | * » 
* s n 
* pa. | 


7.44 > F ; 1 AB. 
a 3 


* oY F 4 - 
On the FABLES of 50. 309 
eie b | ; _— 1 5 1 7 4 * 115 1. N 155 {3 re f bench 


1 03144 1998 21th Ole fot} Is oi 
8 \ 26 ae 3.2 2 F AB. CCGXVII. ue By eau | — N 
If a good moral Pagan, viz. Scipid: Afatunus, Had reaſon to ſay, Ninquune 
minus ſuluc, quam cums ſalus ; ſure à devout Chriſtian Student may with mite. 
more reaſon ſpeak ſo; for his ſolitarineſs cannot be better imployed than in 
making frequent Oblations of Spiritual Sacrifices to the Lord parumoumt Of 
Heaven and Earth, and in peruſing the extant works of many Spirits of juſt men 
made perfect; ſo that J am fully perſwaded that the converſation of naughty 
Company, for the ſpace of a Natural Duy is more tedious to à truly'contem- 
plative Soul, than to converſe with the Dead ( I mean to be immured in his 
Study among his Books) for a Twelve -· month to an end; ſo that When there 
s an indeſpenſible obligation lying upon ſuch Students to triſſe away ſo much 
precious time, as a whole day upon ſuch an unedifying Company; in their 
evening reflection, they are not only ready to ſay, Multum incols fur Anima 
men hodie ; but alſo (with Cato the Cenſor, and Titus Peſpaſran-)' Hen perdicts 
diem] and to mind that of the excellent Seneca, Non parum temporis habe mur 
ſed maltum perdimus, aut nihil agendo, aut aliud agendbo, aus male agendo, & 
bonas: horas male collocando, It's ſtill judged a witty Repartee, and a deſerved 
Reprimand which S. Avgyſtine gave tothe blaſphemous Enquiry of a too eu- 
rious Perfon,who urg d him to tell (if it be true, ſays he, that the world had a 
beginning) what could God be doing fo many millions of Ages before the Cre- 
ation of the World? That great Soul inſtantly anſwered him, He was making 
that Sapieno nunquam eſt otioſus 3 now G'OD 
poſſibly be idle for one minute of Time. 


FAR OCX 
There be ſome who judge it a point of Policy to divert People from prying 
into their ſerious Affairs, by giving them occaſion to talk of them for ſome acts 
of Levity; as did Alcibiades by cutting off (cloſe to the ramp) the Taile of 


ing infinitely wiſe, he cannot 


Hell for fuch curious Heads as yours: but the PR reſolution of the Caſe is, 


3 


his well known Dog at Athens; but it's a moſt certain truth, that they who _ 


hy up their Contentment on other mens Fongues, build their Happineſs upon 
a very ſlippery foundation; What other men fay-of us (ſaid that Eloquent 
Greek Father, Gregory Næazianzen) is nothing elſe but what other men dream 
of us; if (ſaid a Philoſopher) I had af mens Tongues in my poſſeſſion, they 
ſhould fay no more than I pleaſed, but ſince God and Nature have given every 
mati a tongue to talk at random; ler them fay what they will, F will dt 
what I think juſt and fit: it being ſimply” un poſſible to pleaſe all men, (yea, 
the Almighty himſelf cannot do it, till firſt he make alf men good) and ufu- 
ally he who-endeavours to pleaſe the moſt, diſpleaſeth the heſt, even G OD 
and his own Confcience ; but if a man have theſe tw]o great Witneſſes for 
him, he may eafily commence # Proceſs of Ex(culpation againſt all the world 


for which we have the ſage counſel of two heathen Poets) . NE 3 


5 


M u conſyrretibi, mulla palleſeere (ils 
Iks as evident a matter of fa& as Sacred and Human Hiſtory can make it, 
that the beſt of Patriarch and: Kings, the moſt eminent Prophet. and Apo- 
ſfiles,and the greateſt Luminaries of the Primitive Clurob, have hag their good 
Names ſullied with the rank Breaths of the Wicked; yet never any of them 
broke their hearts for calumny and reproach, and good reaſon for their gene- 
rous Patience, for the Servant is not greater than his Lord ʒ and i * 


oerir extra, (ſaid one of Them, and the Other) Hie unrur abenens eſto, 
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find in Church Hiſtory, that ſuch vile Aſperſions were thrown upon Naycij- 
ſus, Euſtathius, Athanaſius, S. Baſil, Gregory.Nazianzen, S. Cyprian, S. Hierom, 
and S. Argnſtine,(tho' all of them were moſt baſely traduced) as were caſtup- 
on Innocency it ſelf; ſo that the good-Chriſtian, who is too much concerned 
for being toſſed ſo frequently upon the raging billows of ſlander, hath this to 
ſolace him, that he is embarqued on that tempeſtuous Sea with very good 
F 2 is very obſervable that the moſt ſtaid Pagan Princes judge it only fit 
for Plebeian Heads to take notice of the rumours of the Vulgar;Thus Philip of 
Macedlon being informed that the Lacedemonians ſpoke every where ill of him, 
notwithſtanding he had done them many good offices, which rendred them 
the more criminal and inexcuſable: if, ſaid he (to thoſe who adviſed to pu- 
niſh them) they ſpeak ill of me when I do well, what will they do, when I 
do otherwiſe: It was from the wiſe Auguſtus that his adopted Son Tiberius 
had that Sentence frequently in his mouth; I libera civitate Iinguam mentem- 
que liberam eſſe debere : And learned in the beginning of his Reign to inhibit 
the Roman Senate from ſearching after the Authors of Calumnies and Satyrs ; 
for, ſaid he, if once yon plunge your ſelf into that Abyſs, you will hardly find 
leiſure for any thing elſe: The beſt confutation of Calumny being well doing, 
and the moſt effeCtual ſuppreſſion of it is to look down upon it with Con- 
tempt : The Cymick Philoſopher having given a notable Advice to a Man moſt 
unjuſtly. traduced ; labour, ſaid he, to be moſt eminent in the vertue which is 
moſt oppoſite to that Vice wherewith you are taxed, and this will make your 
calumnious Accuſer be accounted a notorious Lyar by all the World: But this 
Crafts-maſter in Diſſimulation, ſpoke all this ſtrong ſenſe to the Senate in great 
hypocriſie; which Tacitus (that grave Hiſtorian) as alſo Svetonius, make appear 
from many Inſtances beſides that of Cremutius Cordus ;at leaſt he was far from 
the practice of it divers years before he died: but Titus Veſpaſian was more ſin- 
cere, when he ſaid, Bone agere & mala pati, Regium eſt; For he had his own ill 
willers who ſpake evil of him, tho he was generally accounted the Darling 
of Mankind; but the vileneſs of his unbrotherly Succeſſor heightned his Ex- 
cellency in the Judgments of all Men, long after he was dead; as the Poet 
ſaid of a good Man who was ill ſpoken of by ſome ſo long as he lived; Ex- 
tinctus amabitur Idew. 5 | . 
Its worth the while to know (before we put a Period to this Particular) 
that ſome Greek Philoſopbers fell upon a ſtrange Expedient, as a moſt effectual 
Amulet and Antidote againſt the Popſon of Calumny; and that is to lay it down 
for an inviolable concluſion, That to a truly vertuous Man, it qught to be 
more mortifying, to be well ſpoken of by the Vulgar than ill reported, becauſe; 
that beaſt with many Heads, the Mobz/e, is much more inclined to ly than to 
ſpeak Truth; and more apt to magniſie Vice than Vertue, and that they are 
but at the leaſt Species Vartutibus ſimiles which merit their eſteem :- as for true 
Heroical Vertues, as they are infinitely above the knowledge of the Mob, ſo 
above their due valuation of them: It was upon this account that Phocion 
(the laſt of the Grecian Worthies at Athens) having one day made a ſolemn 
Oration that highly pleaſed the Athenian — ( which was far from being 
ordinary with him) vrben he perceived this by — Applaufe, he 
turned to ſome of his Friends, and ſaid, What Evil have I ſpoken that this 
fooliſh and ignorant People doth ſeem to approve it. FEITY Of) Dt! 5.200) 
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I do not think that the impious Advice which Job's Wife gave her — 
| imported 
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imported a defiance of GO D, but that the meaning is, if he was ſo deſirous 
- Death, and a Ap to become: OS z let FF 5 utter ſome bla- 
ous Expreſſion, and the Law of the, Land would put him to Death: but 
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came to 2, 
great — of his Fortune, Ei theſ ſe precarious F e gone, Scauſe there 

that he hated All Man- 
kind, and for many Years ſhunned the, e of. all the World; . 


where ae this ſtrange Rr be badge . That api an 9911 Tree in his 
« Orchard:which he was aboutto cut down, Therefore? he thought fit to- warn 
< them ſeaſonably, that if hers were any of them who had a deſign to hang 
c. themſelves, let them come f or that effect to his Orchard, and he. would {pare 
that Tree two or three days longer. upon that accu „ ſince many had been 
40 formerly hang d thereon. Thus Diogenes the Cy nick begg a Graff of that 
Tree, on which an ill-natur d Wife had hang d herſelf 3 in hopes (as he al- 
1 that it would bear fruit of the ſame kind. 
_ FAB. CECXEVL 

"= ſeems the Grand Seigriours (or Great Turks) have conſulted this Fable 
by employing the moſt defpicable of their Infantry to blunt eheds Enemies 


Weapons. 5 23 | 
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To this Taylor's Wife, the Queen of Corinth (e clpouſed to Periander one of 
the ſeven Wiſe-Men of Greece) and that infamous antippe, married to Socrates, 
may be ſaid to have been Couſin-germans, for their Husbands had as often 
{erved Inhibition againſt them, not to overturn their Tables, Meat and all, e- 
ſpecially when Strangers were their Gueſts, as the Taylor had prohibited bis 
Wife to call him Prick-Louſe; yet all in vain, Hinc 1. But we need not 
travel the length of Greece for ſuch exotick Plants, ſince our own: Country ; af- 
fords us but too many noiſome Weeds of that Nature : Vet I cannot but ap- 
prove the judicious Obſervation of the Commentator, That there be as many 
threwd Hysbands, as there be female Shrews in the World; and that the 
Man is more to blame, becauſe he ought to have more Knowledge and Wir 
than the Wife; and if we believe the H. Scripture, It's the Glory of a Man 
to paſs by Infirmities, and to cover = 9 of a Wife, .F polibly 
they can be palliated. | 
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the Reformation; 155 1ſuppole the 1252 anifts had never et 1510 
thank Proteſtants for it, yet it's a moſt certain ruth, that by 17 75 fr kr fog 
they awakned them out of their Lobo ic Stupi idity lere, 
it being moſt e to hear à Prieſt Expound that 570 0 of Þ 18 Get 
25 a 7:4 Pontio Pilato, He paſſed Ader the "Bridge Pilate; andthe otſier 
o would prove from the Scripture, That GOD made at firſt Ten Worlds 
by theſe Words of gur Seviour, Nonne decem fats ſunt Myndi? which was 
cafily oonfuted by the ſubſequent Queſtion, ſed uli ſunt 1 0 ?1 32 alſo 
inſtance Dimiſſus per port am, The Prie not e n for a Basket; and 
the undertaking of another, to prove y Divine Te imony, That the Peo- 
ple of his Pariſh were bound to Pave the Church; but not himſelf; by citing 
the words of the Prophet, Paveant illi, non e bur Examples of this Nature 
are almoſt infinite; Which gave occaſion to theſe who'had fone dock of La- 
tine to ſay Tag nere Lais, ne intelliꝶ nt Sacertlote. 
But as its lamendable; o alſo edif ing toread the pitiful cecount of an 1 
norant Prieft in Bavaria, which Boni face (call d the Apoſele of Gormany ) gave 
to Pope Zacharie; that the 5 Prieſt for many Years in the deſtitution of 
better Latin had thus Baptized; In nomina patrua ſilia &. ſpiruma Sancta: For 
this Inſtance alone holds forth ſufficiently the great Inconveniencies of Pub- 
lick Litnrgies in an unknown Tongne: 
But there is far greater danger to the Church of GOD in abſurd Reaſon- 
ngs (either from Scripture or any other Topic) than in the frequent wounding 
of 5 ian s Head, be the Seca never Rug in any Language; and who- 
ſo deſires a large Catalogue of ſuch ridiculous P ine let Him read a full 
Account of the Acts and Canons of the uk Gf of Nice (as it is term d) 
and he will find a ſhole of them Oz ad nanſeam, and all n to buoy up 
chat Idolatrous and moſt Scandalous racer in their Adoration of Images; but 
we have not ſpare time to inſiſt any longer on ſuch n | 


FAB. CCCLXVI. 


Ludere in re ſeria, ſeldom miſſeth of being an indication of a Fool in earneſt > 
and among Things ſerious, I account not only Sacred Matters, but atſo the 
approach of Death as a moſt ſerious Adventure; for if a Man miſ-tell a Step 
then, he may reſolve upon it to ſtep in upon an | Eternity of remedileſs Miſe- 
ry; where bantering and lampooning, j;bing and all kinds of Jeſting are quite 
out of faſnion; ſo that they who give themſelves to this Kind of levity (When 
Death is looking them in the Face) it ſeems they have never ſeriouſly and ſea- 
ſonably conſidered that of the wiſe Man; There 3s a time for all things ; and 
though ſome through exceſs of Charity are apt to impute it to greatneſs of 
Spirit, yet it ſavours either of Athesſm (as if they did not believe the Immorta- 
lity of the Soul) or at leaſt of too great unconcernedneſs with the preſent ſtate 
both of F Soul and Body; Sir Thomas Moor 0 Chancellor of England) was un- 
doubtedly a great Wi be but! believe, there is no ſober Perſon, who will a 
prove his jeſting humour, when he was aſcending that fatal Theatre, far leſs 
the continuation of it when he laid down his Head upon the Block. g 


FAB. CCCEXXXI.. 
binn in his — of the Banquet of the Seven Sages tellsthis or 
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at greater length, tho there be may who queſtiun the tturheof Ain s eſeape 
by ſuch means, bedauſe that Fb w hich is uſually termed a Dhhbin, -appeats 
ſo little and feeble, asthat (Withonta imracle) itcould net poffibly have. f- 


ſtained a man upon its back, ſo long away at Ste; hut whether it be fabas 


lous or not, one thing is certain that divers Men have been maſt wonderiftlly 
reſcued ut of the Jaws of Death; arid even ſonie Infidels as well as Chriftian 


(for the Divine Providence reachetir over all.) We had octaſion to — 


Examples of this nature already, hut hat I am no to add; ĩmportsthatthkir 
prefer vation was bit a reſervation to a greater Misfortine, or let it be calld 
a greater Judgment on ſome wicked Pertons, who trifled not wichſtanding at 
firſt with fuch an extraordinary Providence.  - 1 21 Sr e 7 
Ho admirable was the preſervatiorof Tberamener, one uf the thirty Ty 
rants at Aihent, for being call'd but for one word to be ſpoken to a Friend at 
the Gate, in the midſt of a great Feaſt, he was ſcarce well over the Threſhold 
when the Houſe fell, and ſmothred all the reſt of the Guei But when his 
Friends flocked about him to congratulate with him as a Darling of Heaven; 


he anſwered very modeftly, Nefcitis © Amici, ad que Fata Dij me reſerbarnu 


Neither was he diſappointed of his Fears, for within few days he was tortu- 
red to death by his cruel Aſſociates, whoſe tyranny he thought to have diſ- 


ſolved by reſtoring the ancient Liberty to his People; but his good deſign 


was thus diſappointed, Providence having reſerved: that glorious Work for 
another Patriot named Thraſbulas.. oO * 
The next Inſtance is more wonderful, both as to the preſervation and de- 
ſtruction of the Perſon conterned, who could not be taxed with any Immo- 
rality, becauſe he was not come to the years of Diſcretion ; and that was the 
Grandchild of that famous Sarucen Prince named Almanſor, whom not one that 
ever reigned in this World exceeded for Morality, if we believe Sir Waller Na- 
leigb in the Hiſtory of his Life, which that judicious Hiſtorian ſays, that he com- 
piled out of two very ancient Arabian Marinſcripts: This renowned Grand- 
father recommended the Infant Succeſſor to the Fuition of one that he ju 

2 very truſty Friend and Servant; but the old Villain, having a deſign upon 
that great Empire for himfelf, thought to have diſpatched his Pupil moſt 
ſubtilly by a moſt gorgeous Goat he had tinctured inwardly with Poyſor: : 
which had certainly taken effect, had it not been for a Dream of the Mother 
of this young Prince, who was ſo fond of that ſplendid Veſture, that he 
was juſt ready to put it on, when ſhe made a ſhift to put it upon another by 
whole death the Treaſon was diſcovered ; but tho' the Prince was wonderful- 


ly preſerved at this time, yet within few days the Infant lying in his Bed in 


good Health, there deſcended 4 Spider, one morning, from the top of it; and 
did bite his Lip, which ſo inflamed, that it produced a Fever, and a ſpeedy 
Death; and with him ended the Glory of the Saracen Empire; which was then 
at the height: By an exact Geographical Computation it will be found that 


there was never any Monarchy in the World preferrable to it for Vaſtneſs of 


Dominion, no not the Roman in the days of Auguſtus; For they had a conſi- 


derable intereſt in Europe (beſide the Continent of Spain) a far greater Por- 


tion of Africa tlian ever the Romans had, and the whole Kingdom of Perſſa, 

which the Romans never ſubdued ar 
The former Inſtance vereſies that of the Holy Scriptitre; that GOD's Jndge- 
ments are a very great depth, tho always juſt ; but there is no Man who hath 
the uſe of Reaſon, but will be ready to juſtifièe the Judgment of God in the 
ſucceeding ſtorcy, which concerns a wicked Robber and Marderer itt 
France; This Villain having bereaved many Innocents of their Lives; . 
i | alleep 
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aſleep one Summers Night, at the foot of an old Wall, when he dreamed; 
that a reverend old Man came to him, and bid him inftantty remove from the 
place, otherways the ruinous old Wall would fall on him, Which he had no 
{ooner done, than the wall did fall; but the impious Wretch was ſo far from 
making a good uſe of that wonderful mercy, that he did blaſphemouſly ima- 
gine that the infinite Juſtice did approve his wicked Courſes, ſo that he went 
about his old Trade, and the very next Night murdered a Man ; then falling 
aſleep, tho not under a Wall, he dreamed again that his old Monitor came to 
him, and ſaid to him, Ah you ingrateful wicked Wretch, are theſe the thanks you 
give GOD Almighty for your late wonderful Deliverance, to return again to 
that inhumane Trade of murdering of Men made after the Image of GOD ! 
But now know for your terrour, that it was out of no kindneſs to you, that I 
warned you of your danger, but that your preſervation might be a reſerva- 
tion to a greater Judgment, even an ignominious Death before the World, 
which within few Hours will be inflicted upon you; This profligate Villain 
was ſcarce well awakned from this terrible Night-Viſion, when the Officers 
of Juſtice ſeized upon him, ſo that the very next Day he was publickly bro- 
ken upon the Wheel, as he well deſerved. . Ga . 
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Ihe exacteſt Parallel I know to this Cobling DoFor, with the diſcovery of 
the cheat, is that remarkable ſtory which fell out in this ſame Age, concerning 
a Jew named Sabbatai Sevi, who became ſuch a grand Impoſtor, that I believe 
the like of him did not ariſe ſince the days of Mabomet that Prodigy of Impo- 
ſtors, for he had ſo deluded that long obdured Nation with a pretence of Mi- 
racles and divine Revelation, that they verily believed He was their promiſed 
MESSIAH, whom they had ſo long expected, ſo that the generality of the Jem: 
became perfectly mad, for they ſold all their effects here and there at very 
eaſie rates, and were all upon wy for Jeruſalem in expectation of that uni- 
verſal monarchy ; but when the Grand Seignior ( Mahomet IV.) was inform- 
ed that Sabbatai gave out he would lead the Great Turk in Chains to Jeruſalem, 


and upon his ruins begin the erection of his new Empire, he ordered to bring 


him chained to Adrionaple, and then told him that he muſt ſtand naked with- 
in a very ſmall diſtance from ſix of his Guard, who were to diſcharge their 

Harquebuzes upon him; and if (ſaid the Grand Seignior) you catch no harm, 
I will then believe that you can work Miracles, other wiſe you muſt inſtantly 
be circumciſed and turned Mucſſeman, for there is no other ſafety for you, 
The poor fellows faith failed fo that he made as ingenious a Confeſſion as the 
Cobler did to the Governour, and inſtantly became Twr+, and here is an end 
of that noifie Pageantry, of which I have given but a very brief extract; 
but whoſo deſires to ſee it at large, he will find it in a particular Treatiſe 
made by Sr. Paul Ricaut for that effect; or in the Addition to Mr. Kuuolls 
Twrks Hiſtory, compoſed by that ſame Author. % FOB | 
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In the Life of Thales Mileſius one of the ſeven Sages of Greece, there is a 
true Story almoſt to the ſame purpoſe ; This Philoſopher had an Aſs , which 
from a certain place uſed to carry a Load of Salt for the Maſters uſe ; now 
[there being a River in the way, ſhe once ſtumbled and fell therein, fo 
that a large quantity of the Salt was diſſolved by the water, ſhe finding her 
burden to be thereby copfiderably lightned, had fo ' mnch of a brutiſh 
Sagacity as to fall more than once for her own eaſe, but to her Maſters 
| diſadvantage 
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dfladvantage; which being obſetvd by that wile PA DD, Ae eau her 
to be lade ene K of Woolf," {& that finite her burdett Oe ad 
again angmented by Fel plunging, the was after wärdb very careful te Keep 
her Feet frraight when fie entred into the Water: nd thut chere be ſonte Ol 
ar Jades (en it pocy ore de Will) ee ee eee 
Halting (that the Rider tay {pare His Spurs a little) is welk kiown by the 
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| Here might have been minded the witty Anſwer, which 4 lie Tian 
aye the Emperor Veſ aan concerning 81 Government of that Moni ter of 
re Nero; Nero ares the bee could tune the Harp well ; but as 
for his political Government, he ſometimes winds up the ſtrings thereof too 
high, and at other times ſuffered them to fall too low, ſo that Themriſtocles was 
much more to be commended, who tho he could not fidle at all, yet he had 
the proper art of making a little burntCity, a great State; and of preſerving 
the Intereſt and Honour of Athens in wooden Walls. FRY 


. FAB. CCEcCxIV. ; 
Ne ſutor ultra crepidam, is the true moral of this Fable in very few Words; 
and as fuch Igriorants ought not to be found tampering with hetetogeneal 
Matters, which are far above their Sphere; ſo they ate not better than Fools 
who conſult or imploy them in any excenttick bufineſs: tho that Apocryphat 
Book called Eccleſſaſticus is no part of Cannonical Peas (for which Lotte 
pregnant intrinfick Reaſon might be given beſide the Teſtimony of the Jews) 
yet Syracides hath ſet down many excellent moral Tnſtruftions therein ; a- 
mong which isfound a large and notable Advice to this purpoſe, which thus 
begins: Conſult not a Coward in matters of War, &c. the Cnrious will find the 
reſt in the Author himſelf, „, dr tx SE Ton. 
8 FAB. CCCCXVI. F Sees T0 a 
This Apologue minds me of that unkingly Anſwer which the Empetor of 
Japan made to ſome Jeſuits not long ago; for that Poly pragmatick Se& hav- 
ing, by the Preſents of nany curious Clocks and Watches, obtained a Li- 
cenſe from that Prince to Preach the Goſpel within his Dominions; ſo ſoon 
as he had drain d them of all their Gifts, he then revoked that Licence he had 
granted them; and when the Jeſuits had the confidence to inſinuate, that it 
wasno better than perfidious dealing, which was unſuitable in any Man, but 
abominable in a King, whoſe Word ought to be equivalent to.another Man's 
Oath ; He moſt impudently replyed, that his Tongue was not made'of Bone : 
Now whether there be a greater repugnancy in this ſhort (but vile) Anſwer 
to Morality or the regal Dignity, it can hardly be determined; for a King's 
Word ought to be no leſs Sacred than his Perfon, and when He is found to 
make no bones to violate his Word of Honour, there's no more intrinſick Ho- 
nour due unto him, and he will have a better luck than he deferves if the ex- 
ternal Ceremonies thereof be long continued with him.... 
When the Emperor Sigiſirond had promiſed to give a conſiderable Sum of 
Money to an old Soldier at a certain day:before the time of performance came 
he repented of it, and told the Promittee that he could not ſpare ſo-nifich; 
Sir (ſaid the bold Son of Mars) you ought to have conſidered that before your 
made the promiſe, but now Promiſſum cadit in Debitum, and without a pal- 
pable violation of your Honour, you _— break it: Is it fo (ſaid the 


good 


[ * &.1 


. 


rds he 


Bae Language) there roſe a Swar out of its aſhes (as John Huſs had tru- 
ly PropheciedS 
Language) he beingcall'd by Charles V. to the City of Mormes with a promiſe 


at moſt deteſtable Canon as a 
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at laſt, forſooth, he found to be a new Metamorphoſes of the Philoſopher Py- 
thagoras, who had made a Tranſmigration from Eupborbus to Chanticleer) he 
exemplifies: the anxious Cares and Fears of a Covetous rich Man in moſt lively 


Miſer needs no more but look into his own Breaſt, and there he will find 
(next to a, poor 8 ſinner) as abſolute an Image of Hell, as can be 
found in this World. 55 Ee 

The Author might have illuſtrated what he ſays at the end of his Reflection 
on this Fable, by that Story of the poor Widow'stwo Mites, which were more 
acceptable to Him that ſees the Heart, and will reward according to the ſincere 
intention thereof, than all the great Gifts of the rich Men which were that 
day caſt into the Jewiſb Corban, for ſhe threw in all ſhe had, and the greateſt 
King upon Earth could do no more; Yea all generous Souls in this World do 
regard the Heart of the Giver (ſo far as they can gueſs by their Frankneſs) al- 
moſt infinitely above the Gift it ſelf; as we may perceive from the great Re- 
ward Artaxerxes Longimanus beſtowed upon a poor Man for a Cup of cold 
Water: and the no leſs Guerdon which a Country Man received from Theo- 
doſexs the younger, for an extraordinary big Apple; not to ſpeak of that ex- 
traordinary Favour ſhown by Artaxerxes Mae mom to him who brought him a 
Doſe of puddle Water, which was the beſt that could be found to ſupply the 
preſent neceſſity of that Perſan Prince. 
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That Story of the unruly Horſe of the Prince of Orange that killed the Ly- | 
on with a back blow of his hinder Foot upon the Lyons Front, is ſo well 


; known through all Europe, that we need not inſiſt upon it; Only I ſhall add 
| that the Aſs in the Fable had a better Fortune than the Horſe in the Hiſtory, 
for the Aſs became no whit leſs than himſelf by his victory over the Boar: 

But thedreadful purſuit made by this Lyon (tho he loſt his life in the cauſe) 

did ſo ſtan the Spirits of the Horſe, that he who was ſo ſprightly before as 

that he would ſuffer none to back him, became ſuch a tame jade, that a Child 
rn ee 1 might 


Witty Lucian in that Dialogue betwixt a poor Cobler and his Cock (which 
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colours, which the Curious may ſee at large in the ſaid Author; but a rich 
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might mount him, and he was judged fit for no other imployment;"thain the 
drawing of a Cart. Hiesl) i! ei ieee 6 een DI, WIR pe M 11 
r 
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Feminine Futility, when there was no ground in Nature for it: Papyrius Cur- 


9 


all their ſerious Debates; this was inhibited for the future till they ſhould ar- 


rive to a competent Age; having reaſon to judge that all Women were of 


the ſame mold with the mother of Papyrius, yet in regard he had manifeſted 
extraordinary Diſcretion by his fiction he alone was priviledged to ſit, tho far 


within the competent Age, and therefore ſurnam'di Pretextatus. But A.Gellins. 
makes it more ludicrous on the Female fide, for he ſays that Papyrius repre- 


ſented it as if the Senators were in doubt; whether every man might have two 


Wives, or every Woman two Husbands, and makes the Roman Matrons pro- 


teſt rather for the latter than former Alternative. e 19% 
The ſecond Inſtance is Roman too, and no leſs comical than the former, by the 
pleaſant Jeſt put upon a futile Wife, by the Husband, who. was a Roman Sena 
tor, and having ſtaid one day long from dinner, the Wife was very curious 

hty matter they had been about; The Husband appeared 
very ſhy, becauſe (ſaid he) its a matter that may coſt me my Life if it be 
known that I have revealed the Myſteries of the Stateʒand on the other hand, 
I know that it's as eaſie to graſp the Air in our fiſt, or to take hold of a vaniſh- 


ing ſhadoxy, as to fix a Woman to Secrecy, yet upon ſo many Proteſtations he 


was at laſt perſwaded to truſt her for once, Then out comes the Myſtery, that 
there had been a ſtrange Prodigy ſeen of late, which by the Augures was judg- 
ed to be a portentous Omen to the City, and that was aLark flying above it with 
an Head-piece and a Javelin at its ſide, ſo that the Senators have been devi- 
ſing long what expiation to make for the City to divert the Wrath of the 
Gods which is apparently threatned by that wonderful Prodigy:The Wife was 
the more apt to believe him, not only becauſe ſhe knew her Husband to be a 
ſerious Man, and that he had told his Tale with a great deal of ſeeming gra- 
vity, but alſo in regard that Rome, whether Pagan or Chriſtian, hath been 
always too ſuperſtitious; but for all Prateſtations for Secrecy, all her Goſſips 
heard it long before Sun-ſet ; for the Husband walking towards the Forum 
in the Cool of the Day, was accoaſted with many of his Acquaintance, all ſay- 
ing, We pray you, Sir, what think you of that prodigious Lark, with a Cask 


and Javelin ' He returning to his Houſe appeared to his Wife to be in a 


mighty Paſſion, to whom he aid, If I had not been a Fool, I would never 
have put it in your power to undo me by your Madneſs in divulging that 
great Secret committed to you, for now the Town is full of it; It's well known 

| i 17 that 
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that Women have very ready Wits, ſo that her Apology was net tidiciifors. 
jf it had not had its Riſe from a Fable; Husband (ſaid fhe)- #r& there not 

300 Senators of you, and the generality of them have Wives no leſs curious 
than I, and as bad Secretars, why auld Fbe-challenged more than thereſt? 
You ſpeak itrong denſe, ſuid her Husband, if any of the reſt had'Known it as 
well as yon, but E will aſſure you that there was not any Senator but my felf 
alone who knew it; ſo that none of them could tell their Wives ; atict to be 
ſhort, he unridled the myſtical fport to her; and then concluded; Sincæ per- 


ceiyve (by thus feeling of your Pulſe) that you Have An incurable Lienteria in 
your Tongue; tho you would take a Razor in your hand, and do no lefs with 
it than the Wife of Bruty did in the abſence of her Husband, yet I will aſſure 
you that I will never any more truſt you with an important Secret, for every 
Wite is not the Daughter of Cs. e e 
I be laſt Story was alſo afted upon the Scene of Rome, but thoſt Tragical 
in the event; for it ended in the violent Death both of Husbarid and Wife, 
and thus it was uſnered in: The Emperour Augiſtus, after the death of Agrip- 
pa, made choice of one Falvins a Rowan denatot to be his intimate Friend and 
Counſellor, ſuppoſing him more clofe than Mæcenas (whom he had ſome- 
times taxed for not keeping Counſel) but 4 Schlla in (harybdene, for having re- 
vealed under great Secrecy to Fulvins his deſign of retrieving young Agrippa 
from that Iſle to which he was relegated z tho he be hut a profligate Youth 
(aid the Emperour) yet being the Son of the moſt wofthy and gallant Agrip- 
da, and mine own Grandchild, its more natural that my own blood ſucceed me 
than a ſtranger, tho my adopted Son (meaning Trberms.) The futile Friend 
no ſooner went home; but that lie acquainted his Wife with the Emperour's 
defign, and ſhe could not reſt one minute at home, till ſhe had difgorged that 
Secret in the boſome of Livia, who came in like Thunder and Lightning upon 
the poor Husband; upbraiding him with having no leſs deſign in that releaſ- 
ment, than to cut her Son's Throat and her own : The next morning, Fulvizs 
having made his ceremonious Salutation to the Emperour, all that Auguſtus 
anſwered, was, OOD ſend you more wit Fulvius; he inſtantly apprehending 
the meaning of that Satyr, came home and call'd for his Wife, to whom he ſaid, 
Since by your folly I have loft the Emperor's favour, am reſolved to live no 
longer, therefore pull'd out his Dagger to diſpatch himſelf; hold, ſaid the Wife, 
till I ſpeak ſomething for my own vindication : You are more too blame for 
this Diſcovery than my ſelf, for knowing me theſe Twenty years paſt that I 
could not keep counſel, you ought not to have entruſted me with any weigh- 
ty matter, which you would have concealed, but fince I am the principal Of- 
fender, it's reaſon I be the firſt Sufferer; then ſhe inſtantly pull'd the Dagger 
out of her Husband's hand, and ſheathed the ſame in her own bowels. 


FAB. CCCCXLVI. 


The French Libertines conceit, reported by the Author, is an alluſion,or, to 
ſay better, the real Account of a Dialogue betwixt a Libertine, and the fa- 
mous Duke Joyeſe, whereof I ſhall give a more ample Narrative for the Honour 


of that great Man : When he was but younger Brother he had turned Capuchir, 
but the elder being killed in the Civil Wars by the Martial Conduct of 


Henry 


King of Navarr, the younger Brother was conſtrained by the Pope, for the 
good of the Catholick Cauſe (which in their opinion juſtifies a Diſpenſati- 
on for any thing) not only to ſucceed his Brother in his Eſtate, but alſo in 
his Office of General under Henry III. Thus we find the honeſt Capuchine 
transformed into a Duke and Peer of France, and into a Man of War; But 


how 
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| how ſoon it pleaſed the LORD of Hoſts to reſtore Peace to Frauce by the ſettle⸗ 
ment of Henry IV. in the Capital City, the new Duke inſtantly abandon dall 


the pleaſures of the Court with all his great Eſtate and Titles of Honour, and 


return d to his old Order of Capuchine; aànd it was on the ſtreets of Paris in a 
cold winter Day, that a licentious Droll (a modern Deiſt, or to ſay better 2 
reall Atheiſt ) rancountered this religious Father bare legged and bare footed, 
fave only that he had Sandals under his ſoles: but the Reply of that truly 
religious noble Son ought not to be forgot: Ar I believe d Regioms of Bliſs ' 
and Manſrons 4 Eternal Glory, to which, Ihope, GOD of his infinite Mercy, and 
for the infinite Merits of Holy Jeſus, will bring me, when it c his good. 3 that 
I be delivered from à vain, a ſinful and miſerable Liſe; ſo if there be 4 Hell where 
incorrigible Sinners ſhall be eternally tormented (whereof I am fully penſwacled, be- 
cauſe the 1 1 GOD requires it) then, Sir, you will be found tobe the greateſt 
Fool of the two. © © Nin D207 6 Dole} 3d 
oat on wit oi ol. SR: n! eint. 
FNeondelirius a French Phyſetian, hath a Story ſomewhat to this purpoſe, of 4 
Cheating Rogue in France, who gained no little Money by counterfeiting 
that ſtrange Diſeaſe named the Catal 5 (whole real ſtupefaction doth ſo re- 
ſemble the Inſenſibility of a dead Bod „that the People of Cullen buried the 
Subtile Doctor alive) but Rondelitius having good ground to ſuſpect the coun- 
terfeit Cataleptic as an Impoſtor; he ſaid, that he had cured many of that Di- 
ſeaſe by a very eaſie Remedy, yet ſo effectual, that they never ſuffei d a Re- 


lapſe; and that was only to baſtinado them ſoundly, from head to foot; but 


as ſoon as the Ecſtatick Cheat heard this, he gat up and away, and fo the 
Diſeaſe was cured. _—_ i % ae Ge ONE 
CCC 
Plutarch, in his Morals, reports a Parallel Story to this Miſer with his rot- 
ten Apples; Of a Merchant in Chivs who had many ſort of Greek Wines to 
Traffick with; yea tae Ifle of Chios is famous for producing naturally very 
generous Wines; this Merchant was a great Miſer, and having bought a 
Slave in the Morning he ordered him to taſte his ſeveral ſorts of Wine, and 
to ſet by themſelves any Bottles which contained ſour or vappid Wine; but 
when the Slave perceived his Maſter to make uſe of thoſe (and of none elſe) 
at his Meat, he ſhewed him a fair pair of Heels after Dinner; but being 
brought back again, and told that it was Death by the Law for a Slave to be- 
come Fugitive; I know no leſs, replied he, for I would rather chooſe Death 
than ſerve a Fool; a Fool, ſaid his overtakers, he is accounted a very wile 
Man who is your Maſter ; He muſteither be a Fool, or a Mad-man, ſaid the 
Slave, who having many good W:zes in his Poſſeſſion, and the propriety of 
them alſo, that will ſtill take the worſt to his own uſe, 8 


N 25 ©Þ:AB. OOO, 3 

The moſt lamentable Story that ever I read of an Outrage of this Nature 
committed in cold blood (not on a Beaſt, but on a Man; not on a ſtranger, 
but on the Man's own Son, and the eldeſt too) was perpetrated by Sh Abbas 
K. of Perſia, who lived not long ago ; he was a Prince of great Parts, but very 
Tyrannical, as generally the Aſzatick Monarchs are, and when their Peaple 
come to a general grudging and a murmuring againſt the Government, it's an 


infallible evidence that it's highly Tyrannical, for it's well known to Hiſtori- 


ans, that the Aſiatichs have been generally Slaves ſince the days of Nimrod; 
N 


tho 


\ 
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tho ſome of their Princes are leſs ſevere than others: We need 


1. That it might be a politick 


keich of bis Father wo try how he would behave, for heknew him to be of 


—— with the prudent Conduct of his Son, and throughly convinced of 
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| It was an aſual Expreſſion of the famous Ariſtorle, O my Friends, how rare 


7 
. 


is it to find a true Friend in the World! There were not many pairsof Friends I 
celebrated by the Ancients 5 We read of Damar and Pythias;- Theſeus and Pi. 
rithous ; Achilles and Patroclus; Pylades and Oreſtes ; Alexander and Epheſtiqns 
Stipio and Lelins ; Auguſtus and Agrippa ; Veſpaſtam and Mutianus ʒ Severus and 
Plautianus ʒ with ſome few others: and yet among thoſe few we: have men- 
tioned, an | intire Sao revs Amity will not be found, there being ſome 
flawes obſerved in ſome of the four laſt mentioned pairs: And its no won: 
der to find fach Deficiencies among Infidels, when one of the moſt celebra- | 
ted Couple of Friends that are recorded jn Holy Scriptgre are taxed with a 
palpable defect ; for that Amity ought tobe acoounted but a dead Friendſhip, 
which dies with the immediate Object, and deſcends not to his Poſterity, and 
fo may Davids be ſaid to have done in reference to his dear and moſt ge ne- 
rous Friend Jonathan, when he proved ſo unjuſt to his San Mephibaſpeth, a8 
after due information of the Cheat pr himſelf and his Friends Son, to 
ſay, Tou and Ziba divide the Land; for a juſt judge (not to ſpeak of a faith- 
ful Friend) in lieu of any other dividend, would have ordered the Head of 
thiat ly ing and treacherous Slave to have been ſeparated from his Body, for a- 
buſing his Maſter, and the Son of ſuch a Fether; but hence we may juſtly in- 


fer that here away Nihil eſt ab oumi parte heatum. 


ln the Life of the profoundly Learned Joſeph Meade, we have an inſtance 
of ſuch an Hypocrite: This good Man having lent to!a Neighbour in the City 
of Oxford a conſiderable Sum of Money to be paid at ſuch a day,without any 
intereſt : Before the day came the Debtor was turned Azabeptiſt,and whenthe 
Creditor required his Money, as having uſe for it himſelf, he did meet with 
this ſtrange kind of Payment; There is no Money due to you: What, ſaid 
the Doctor, did I not lend you Money to be paid at this time? Thats no- 
ching, Laid the new Profclyte, for now I know that you have no right to that 
Money, becauſe you are not a Babe of Grace, for Dominion is only founded 
therein, the Promiſe of Inheriting the Earth being made to none elfe but the 
meek, of which number you make not one. | | 
Mr. Herle, a judicious Eugliſn Divine, encountred with ſuch a Bigot as to 
his own frantick Notions ; this poor Creature was become one of the mad Se& 
of thoſe who are call'd Familiſts ; and being of Mr. Herle's as * 
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'Scrupkes of Conſcience 20d ef ſomeothers::As bf 
making his Confeſſion to a Priet, ſaid 

moſt, was the taking of a drink: 
ſt knowing chat he had been one of the 
d that cruel Crew of Outlaws) Pray 
the Mountains betwixt 
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5. 1 Were none, how is it that you make 
N of the Which ſo 
Is Theft and Robbery; (the Maniſter, Te 
a conſiderable Maſter/of the Lans Tongue) O Sir! replyed the Captain, 
"miſtake your ſet, for that is our Trade, and every Man muſt live by his 
"Occupation, | and thus ended; AT hoe mended ) Oportet wigere &. 
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